
9780316478441

 lbschool.bsky.social    LittleBrownSchool    lbschool   LittleBrownLibrary.com

Ruby Maps Her World 
BY Jane Yolen, ILLUSTRATED BY Dow Phumiruk

Teaching Tips

Mapping is a great way for kids to organize information and ideas effectively. Story maps can help children visualize characters and 
settings as they develop a deeper understanding of how stories work.  Here are some fun mapping activities that children can do 
with a parent, caregiver, or educator at home or at school. 

      Map Viewing 
Compare and contrast various types of maps showing boundaries of countries and states; 
maps featuring the topography of Earth’s land and water; road, highway, or street maps; 
thematic maps, such as those used for weather; and star maps to identify constellations. 
Discuss the differences between all these types of maps.

    Mapping the Neighborhood  
Gather paper, pencils, rulers, markers, and crayons to map your neighbor-
hood. Walk around the block and draw, label, or create a key for what is 
observed, including houses, streets, signs, traffic signals, stores, animals, 
and natural items like trees and flowers. 

      Spatial Thinking
Spatial thinking supports the mental process of picturing the locations of objects and their shapes, interpreting diagrams and 
charts, and understanding how objects relate. Map reading builds spatial reasoning skills and helps kids make sense of their world. 
Try these ideas to enhance spatial thinking:

 �While driving or walking together, ask questions such as “At the corner, will we turn left or right?” or “How many stops do we 
have on the subway? Let’s look at the transit map to find out.”

    �Together, draw a map of a room, such as a kitchen, bedroom, or classroom. Then hide an object in that room for the child to 
find, pointing to its location on the drawn map. Use spatial language to offer clues, such as “It’s near the stove” or “It’s next 	
to the bookcase.”

     Story Mapping
A story map assists kids in identifying elements such as character, plot, and setting. Create a graphic organizer with three boxes 
labeled “Beginning,” “Middle,” and “End.” Kids can discuss and then write or draw about what they believe were the most 
important events in the story at the beginning, middle, and end. Some questions to ask for each portion of the story: “What did 
you think?”, “What did you feel?”, and “What did you wonder?”
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      Heart Mapping
Construct a heart map based on Ruby Maps Her World, identifying what Ruby “carries” 
in her heart. Begin with an outline in the shape of a heart. In the center of the heart, kids 
can write or draw what the key person, place, thing, experience, or memory is for Ruby. 
Then, working outward from that point, they can write words or draw images until the 
heart is filled. Kids may also create a heart map filled with important people, places, 
experiences, and memories in their own lives.

More Books About Maps
Allen, Kari. The Boy Who Loved Maps. Illustrated by G. Brian Karas. New York: Anne Schwartz Books, 2022. 
Dillemuth, Julie. Camilla, Cartographer. Illustrated by Laura Wood. Washington, DC: Magination Press, 2019. 
Fanelli, Sara. My Map Book. New York: HarperCollins, 1995.
French, Vivian. From Here to There: A First Book of Maps. Illustrated by Ya-Ling Huang. Somerville: Candlewick, 2023.
Hesselberth, Joyce. Mapping Sam. New York: Greenwillow Books, 2018. 
Leedy, Loreen. Mapping Penny’s World. New York: Henry Holt, 2000. 
Marcero, Deborah. My Heart Is a Compass. New York: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2018.

These Teachings Tips were created by Cyndi Giorgis, professor of literacy education and children’s literature at Arizona State University.
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