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Since its founding in 1950, Basic Books has shaped public debate
by publishing award-winning books in history, science, sociology,
psychology, politics, and current affairs. Basic’s list of influential
authors includes Akhil Amar, Isaac Asimov, Edward Baptist, H.W.
Brands, Arthur Brooks, Zbigniew Brzezinski, Iris Chang, George
Church, Niall Ferguson, Richard Feynman, Richard Florida, Sigmund
Freud, Howard Gardner, Victor Davis Hanson, Jonathan Haidt, Judith
Herman, Christopher Hitchens, Douglas Hofstadter, Martha S. Jones,
Leszek Kolakowski, Kevin Kruse, Claude Levi-Strauss, Alice Miller,
Robert Nozick, Jean Piaget, Steven Pinker, Samantha Power, Diane
Ravitch, Eugene Rogan, Timothy Snyder, Thomas Sowell, Nicholas
Stargardt, Beverly Daniel Tatum, Eric Topol, Sherry Turkle, Michael
Walzer, George Weigel, Bee Wilson, James Q. Wilson, Richard
Wrangham, and Irvin Yalom. Basic Books is an imprint of the Basic

Books Group, a division of Hachette Book Group.
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ACQUIRING EDITORS

LARA HEIMERT

PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER, BASIC BOOKS GROUP
LARA.HEIMERT@HBGUSA.COM

Lara Heimert joined Basic Books in 2005. Previously, she was publisher of the trade division
at Yale University Press. She has published numerous prize-winning and New York Times
bestselling titles. Highlights include Edward Baptist’s The Half Has Never Been Told, Eugene
Rogan’s The Fall of the Ottomans, Timothy Snyder’s Bloodlands, Leonard Sax’s The Collapse
of Parenting, Victor Davis Hanson’s The End of Everything, Neil Price’s Children of Ash and
Elm, and Bjorn Lomborg’s False Alarm. A graduate of Princeton University, Lara acquires
primarily in the field of history, broadly conceived—from world wars to marginalia, from

culinary history to political theory, from diaspora to doodles.

BRIAN J. DISTELBERG

VP, ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER, BASIC BOOKS GROUP
BRIAN.DISTELBERG@HBGUSA.COM

Brian J. Distelberg joined Basic Books in 2015 and oversees the editorial direction of
the Basic Books, Basic Venture, PublicAffairs, and Seal Press imprints. He acquires and
publishes primarily in history for Basic Books, including multiple New York Times bestselling
and Pulitzer Prize-winning books. Notable titles include Brad DeLong’s Slouching Towards
Utopia, Martha Jones’s Vanguard, Jefferson Cowie’s Freedom’s Dominion, Jacqueline
Jones’s No Right to an Honest Living, Peniel Joseph’s The Sword and the Shield, Martyn
Rady’s The Habsburgs, Marc David Baer’s The Ottomans, and Myth America, edited by Kevin
Kruse and Julian Zelizer. He has also published selectively in politics, where highlights
include Jonathan Metzl's Dying of Whiteness, Dorothy Roberts’s Torn Apart, and Jonathan
Sacks’s Morality. Brian worked previously at Harvard University Press and holds a PhD in

US history from Yale University.
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ACQUIRING EDITORS

THOMAS KELLEHER

VP, EDITORIAL DIRECTOR

THOMAS.KELLEHER@HBGUSA.COM

Thomas Kelleher joined Basic Books in 2009, and publishes predominantly in science,
mathematics, and philosophy. He has published Eric Topol, Sherry Turkle, Edward Frenkel,
Thor Hanson, Eugenia Cheng, and Leonard Susskind, among many others. Recent highlights
include Azra Raza’s The First Cell, Lucy Cooke’s Bitch, William MacAskill's New York Times
bestselling What We Owe the Future, Matt Strassler’s Waves in an Impossible Sea, Stephon
Alexander’s Fear of a Black Universe, Patchen Barss’s The Impossible Man, and Eugenia
Cheng’s Is Math Real? He is also responsible for the publishing program surrounding 7xe

Feynman Lectures on Physics.

BRANDON PROIA

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

BRANDON.PROIA@HBGUSA.COM

Brandon Proia acquires primarily in global, political, and intellectual history for Basic
Books, sociology for PublicAffairs, and political and feminist nonfiction for Bold Type
Books and Seal Press. His books include Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor’s Race for Profit, Radley
Balko's Rise of the Warrior Cop, Tsuyoshi Hasegawa's The Last Tsar, Michael Albertus’s Land

Power, and Kali Gross’s Vengeance Feminism.

ERIC A. SCHMIDT

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

ERIC.SCHMIDT@HBGUSA.COM

Eric Schmidt acquires primarily in the history and cultures of the premodern world, from
prehistory to the Reformation, and from Greece and Rome to Asia and the Americas.
Before joining Basic, he was the ancient history editor at University of California Press,
where he published books including Hoof Beats: How Horses Shaped Human History and
new translations of Homer's [iad and Odyssey and The Complete Haiku of Matsuo Basho.
His forthcoming titles at Basic include new histories of the Kushite and Asante Empires,
a revisionist account of the Crusades, a global history of the mountains, and a new atlas

of the Roman Empire.
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ACQUIRING EDITORS

RUBEN REYES

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

RUBEN.REYES@HBGUSA.COM

Ruben Reyes Jr. acquires for the Basic Books, Seal Press, and PublicAffairs lists, primarily
in history and politics. He is particularly interested in projects about Latin America and
its diaspora. Before joining Basic, he was at Flatiron Books, where he worked on a range of
nonfiction titles, including the New York Times bestseller Pageboy by Elliot Page, The Cycle
by Shalene Gupta, and Julissa Arce’s You Sound Like a White Girl. He studied history and
literature at Harvard College and holds an MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. He is

the author of the books 7here Is a Rio Grande in Heaven and Archive of Unknown Universes.

KRISTEN KIM

ASSISTANT EDITOR AND BACKLIST COORDINATOR
KRISTEN.KIM@HBGUSA.COM

Kristen Kim’s areas of interest include history, biography, politics, art, and culture, and she
has worked on titles including Maggie Gram’s The Invention of Design, Starre Vartan's The
Stronger Sex, and Martha Jones’s The Trouble of Color. She also coordinates the extensive
Basic Books and PublicAffairs backlists, overseeing new and updated editions of the lists’

key titles.

ALEX CULLINA

ASSISTANT EDITOR

ALEX.CULLINA@HBGUSA.COM

Alex Cullina’s areas of interest include history, particularly global and cultural history,
politics and current affairs, sociology, and the arts both high and low. Titles he has worked
on include Sulmaan Wasif Khan’s 7he Struggle for Taiwan, James Chappel’s Golden Years,
Max Perry Mueller's Wakara's America, and reissues of Julia Serano’s Whipping Girl and

Jonathan Metzl's Dying of Whiteness. He is a graduate of New York University.
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