
Chapter Two: Water

Settling on a Farm

How Good Is the Water?

Look closely at the property’s water system. A plentiful, healthful  
water supply is the most critical element of a successful farm.

Water Assessment Form

Find all Finding Good Farmland assessment forms at whol.st/farmland-forms

Excerpted from Finding Good Farmland original manuscript © 2013 by Ann Larkin Hansen. All rights reserved.
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Source Excellent OK Needs Some Work
Needs Major 

Work
Not Applicable

Rain (cistern)

Lake or stream 
(surface water)

Spring

Well

Rural water district

Source Water rights 
attached to land

Water rights sep-
arate from land

If water rights are separate, can 
adequate rights be obtained?

Not Applicable

Rain (cistern)

Lake or stream 
(surface water)

Spring

Well

Rural water district

Source Excellent OK Questionable Unacceptable Not Applicable

Rain (cistern)

Lake or stream 
(surface water)

Spring

Well

Rural water district

Source Gallons per Minute Can this be sustained for 24 Hours? Not Applicable

Rain (cistern)

Lake or stream 
(surface water)

Spring

Well

Rural water district

Source Excellent OK Questionable Unacceptable Not Applicable

Rain (cistern)

Lake or stream 
(surface water)

Spring

Well

Rural water district


