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The yarn brand and name:
If this is Floopy’s Fluffytop, it 
will say it here.

yarn color and dye loT: 
If the yarn color is “Froggy 
Green,” it will say it here. But 
more important is the dye lot 
number, written in some sort 
of nonsensical gibberish like 
“A23AAEF.” It’s very important 
that you buy all your yarn from 
the same dye lot. Otherwise, 
your sweater might be one 
shade of green in the front, and 
a slightly different shade in the 
sleeves. (Most yarn stores will 
allow you to return unused balls 
of yarn, so buy extra.)

SuggeSTed needle Size and 
gauge:
Yarn labels usually tell you  
how many stitches and rows 
you will get per 4-inch piece  
of fabric while knitting with 
the suggested size of needle. 
This info is particularly useful 
when you are trying to use a 
different yarn than what a 
given pattern calls for. If  
the yarn has the same recom-
mended needle size and gauge 
listed on the label, it’s a safe 
bet that you can use it in place 
of the pattern’s yarn.

Fiber conTenT: 
What the heck is this stuff 
made of, anyway? Possum fur? 
Dog hair? Pieces of lint? Prob-
ably the first thing you’ll read 
on a label, the fiber content 
will tell you what the yarn is 
made of, and the percentage 
of each fiber. A common blend 
for socks, for instance, is 80 
percent wool and 20 percent 
nylon.

WaShing inSTrucTionS:
You may not be able to decode 
the washing hieroglyphics on 
yarn labels, but, well, at least 
they try. These say that the 
yarn should be hand-washed, 
never ironed, and dried flat.

How to Read a Yarn Label 
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