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MYSTERY: centered on solving a 

puzzle, strange problem, or crime

MYTH: cultural story usually  

involving supernatural charac
ters

SCIENCE  FICTION: based on  

the possibilities of future scie
nce  

or technology 

FANTASY: fiction that has elements  

of magic and other supernatural 

phenomena at the center  

of the story

 
PARODY: a story that imitates  

another piece of art to make fun  

of the work; a spoof 

KEEP
CALM
AND

STUDY
ON 133

SATIRE: a story that uses  

humor to expose stupidity or 

corruption in the world 

GRAPHIC NOVEL:

a novel told in 

sequential art, like  

a comic strip

 

ALLEGORY: a story that  

contains a hidden meaning

REALISM: fiction stories that try  

to depict real, everyday life 

Just like people, stories don’t always fit neatly into 

categories. A lot of stories connect to more than one 

genre—a piece of fiction can include features from more 

than one genre or blend genres to create something unique.

Fun doodles keep 
kids engaged and 
help them retain 

information.

Why a Big Fat Notebook?

Outside of the classroom, it can be difficult for children to get the most 

out of their summer reading. So why not pair summer reading lists with 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO ACE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  

IN ONE BIG FAT NOTEBOOK and set students up for success. It helps build 

reading comprehension over the summer break by offering a guide to the key 

elements that make up every story. Explore plot, character, dialogue, tone, and 

more—including sections on poetry and drama.
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Depending on the time, place, and culture an author lived in, his or her point of view can be very different from another author. The author’s biographical background can affect his or her perspective, or the way an author sees the world, and the way he or she writes. Once we understand an author’s background, we can put his or her writing in that context. 

Example: 
There were two countries-Blue and Red. The country of Blue invaded the country of Red and won a huge victory. If a poet grew up in the country of Blue, what might his poem about the country of Blue be like? If a playwright grew up in the country of Red, what might her play be like if she wrote about the country of Blue? 

Once we understand who the author is, we can understand more about why he or she wrote the piece in the first place.
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The reader can analyze whether an author’s biographical background affects his or her perspective in simple or more complex ways. Homer, the ancient Greek poet, couldn’t write about cell phones, because he lived in a time before they were invented.  But sometimes the way an author’s biographical background affects his or her perspective is more complex. Jane Austen was an author at a time and place when women weren’t allowed to hold many jobs. She couldn’t write about a woman who was a doctor or a lawyer or a politician, because there weren’t any during the time when she lived. 

AUTHOR VS. NARRATORA NARRATOR is the character who relates the events of a story. It ’s NOT the same thing as an author. The narrator is a character that an author created. The narrator can be similar to or different from the author. In fiction texts, the narrator is a fictional creation of the author-just like any other character in the story.

WHICH IS WHY SCIENCE FICTION AUTHORS ARE SO CREATIVE—THEY OFTEN IMAGINE A FUTURE VERY DIFFERENT FROM OUR LIVES, WHICH IS REALLY HAR D TO DO. 

YEAH... I'M 
WORKING ON THIS 
PRETTY EPIC POEM.

Key concepts are 
broken down into 
bite-sized pieces and 
presented with a 
variety of examples.
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Almost all plots follow this basic 
sequence, which was first described by 
the German novelist and playwright 
GUSTAV FREYTAG and is sometimes 
described as FREYTAG’S PYRAMID. 

1. EXPOSITION: The author sets  
the scene and explains what ’s 
going on. 

2. RISING   ACTION: a series of 
crises that lead to the climax

3.   CLIMAX: the most exciting moment 
of a story, where both people and 
events change

4. FALLING   ACTION: the events 
that follow the climax

5. RESOLUTION: the conclusion, in 
which all the tensions of the plot 
are resolved

DRAMA
the way events work 
together to create 

excitement in a story

RESOLUTION
part of a story where the 
problems are resolved

PLOTLINE 
the main path that 

a story takes
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Exposition
The author sets the 
scene and explains 
what ’s going on.

Resolution
the conclusion, in which 
all the tensions of the 
plot are resolved

Climax 
the most exciting 
moment of a story, 
where both people  
and events change

Falling 
Action 
the events that 
follow the climax

Rising 
Action
a series of 
crises that lead 
to the climax

PLOT the sequence of events in a story  
that together create action and build drama

FREYTAG'S 
PYRAMID

Definitions are pulled out of the text to 
help kids remember important terms.
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Classic Themes
There are all kinds of themes in stories and poems, but here 
are some of the big ones you’ll see over and over again: 

The Importance of Love and Friendship 

Example: In J.R.R. Tolkien’s LORD OF 
THE RINGS, evil is vanquished only when a 
friend helps a friend.

Dealing with Loss 

Example: In Frances Hodgson 
Burnett ’s THE SECRET GARDEN, Mary Lennox 
has to learn to deal with the loss of both of 
her parents.

The Importance of Family 

Example: In Madeleine 
L’Engle’s A WRINKLE IN TIME, it is 
the love Meg and her brother Charles 
Wallace have for their missing father 
that gives them the courage to journey 
through time and space to find him.

YOU CAN HAVE MORE THAN 
ONE THEME IN A BOOK.
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Topic Versus Theme
Two pieces of writing may be about the topic of courage, but 
they may have different themes. 

Example: With the topic of courage, different 
authors can write on different themes.

Topic: Courage

 

Author #1's theme: 
Having the courage to 
reach out for help

Author #2's theme: 
Courage and telling 

the truth

Author #4 theme: 
Having the courage 
to stand up for 

yourself

Author #5's theme: 
Courage and 
following your 

dreams

Author #3's theme: 
Getting the courage 

to start again

Helpful diagrams make difficult 
concepts easier to understand.
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1. Does a setting describe how something happens or where 

it happens?

2. In a story about a genie in a bottle who belongs to a 

prince who lives in a beautiful castle, what is the setting?

3. How does the last stanza of Wordsworth’s poem 

"I WANDERED LONELY AS A CLOUD" change the setting  

of the poem?

4. True or false: The Darling family in PETER PAN had a 

similar experience at bedtime as the character Oliver 

Twist in OLIVER TWIST.

5. True or false: If two authors describe a similar setting, 

like visiting the ocean, they’ll say pretty much the same 

things.

6. List three features that a setting can include.

7. True or false: Another word for setting is “surroundings.”

8. True or false: The setting doesn’t have much impact on  

a story. 185answers

9.   True or false: If two stories are set in the same place, you 

can expect pretty similar things to happen.

10.   Paraphrase the setting of the following passage from  

AT THE EARTH’S CORE, by Edgar Rice Burroughs:

Together we stepped out to stand in silent contemplation of a 

landscape at once weird and beautiful. Before us a low and level 

shore stretched down to a silent sea. As far as the eye could reach 

the surface of the water was dotted with countless tiny isles—

some of towering, barren, granitic rock—others resplendent in 

gorgeous trappings of tropical vegetation, myriad starred with 

the magnificent splendor of vivid blooms.

Quizzes at the end of every chapter 
help kids check their knowledge.

GENRE
Identify the kind of 
story you’re reading

OBJECTIVE 
SUMMARY

Give a short account 
of the story without 
stating your opinion

TEXTUAL 
ANALYSIS

Study the evidence 
to understand the 
meaning of the 
story

AUTHORSHIP 
AND 
NARRATION

Identify the author 
and the narrator 
and understand the 
difference

SETTING

Describe the 
surroundings and 
time in which the 
story takes place

CHARACTER

Identify the 
individuals in the 
story and their 
traits

PLOT

Understand the 
sequence of events 
that make up every 
story

THEME
Identify the 
unifying idea in the 
story

TONE
Describe the mood 
or attitude of the 
story

Covers Key Concepts
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