
MEENA 
HARRIS

MARISSA 
VALDEZ

 is for Ambitious—and 
so much more—in this 
empowering ABC book that 
reclaims and reframes words 
often used to undermine girls 
and women. With a compelling 
message for all children, it 
shows what we can achieve 
when we support one another 
and offers inspiration to kids as 
their hopes and dreams begin 
to take shape.

This fun and encouraging 
book from #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Meena 
Harris is a perfect read-aloud 
about the power of words and 
the importance of community.

$18.99 U.S.$18.99 U.S.
$23.99 CAN.

Meena Harris
was born into a 
family of ambitious 
women whose 
legacy continues 
to inspire her. She 
is the #1 New York 
Times bestselling 
author of Ambitious 

Girl and The Truth About Mrs. Claus, a 
lawyer, an entrepreneur, and the founder of 
Phenomenal, a values-driven, 360-degree 
media company that centers women and 
historically excluded communities. She 
currently resides in the Bay Area with her 
husband and two daughters.

Marissa Valdez
is the illustrator 
of the #1 New York 
Times bestseller 
Ambitious Girl and 
hopes that her work 
encourages young 

girls to be ambitious and to dream big. She 
graduated with a BFA in animation from the 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design 
and has worked as a preschool teacher, 
graphic designer, and freelance illustrator. 
She lives in Houston, Texas, with her two 
cats and invites you to visit her online at 
marissavaldez.com.
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“Timely, inspiring, “Timely, inspiring, 
and much needed.” and much needed.” 
—Hillary Rodham —Hillary Rodham 

ClintonClinton

“A pep talk, a call  “A pep talk, a call  
to action, and a to action, and a 
beautiful story.”  beautiful story.”  

—America Ferrera—America Ferrera

“[A] treasure of  “[A] treasure of  
a picture book . . . a picture book . . . 

a must read.”  a must read.”  
—Ibtihaj Muhammad—Ibtihaj Muhammad
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From the #1 New York Times bestselling 
author and illustrator of Ambitious Girl 

comes the must-have ABC book for young 
readers ready to take on the world.
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is for Confident.

Someday I could have my own monument!

is for Ambitious.

I have big ideas, hopes, and wishes.

is for Bossy.

Listen, I take my role seriously.

#1 New York Times bestselling creators of Ambitious Girl

Also by Meena Harris  
and Marissa Valdez
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LITTLE, BROWN AND COMPANY
New York Boston

Dedication TK

—MH

To my mom, for always encouraging me to reach high, go far, and be a little wild. 

—MV

ABOUT THIS BOOK

The illustrations for this book were done in [medium TK] on [paper TK]. This book was edited by Farrin Jacobs and 
designed by Neil Swaab with art direction from Saho Fujii. The production was supervised by Kimberly Stella, and the 
production editor was Jen Graham. The text was set in Alice, and the display type was hand-lettered.

Text copyright © 2023 by Meena Harris • Illustrations copyright © 2023 by Marissa Valdez • Cover illustration copyright © 2023 by Marissa Valdez • Cover design 

by Neil Swaab • Cover copyright © 2023 by Hachette Book Group, Inc. • Hachette Book Group supports the right to free expression and the value of copyright. The 

purpose of copyright is to encourage writers and artists to produce the creative works that enrich our culture. • The scanning, uploading, and distribution of this 

book without permission is a theft of the author’s intellectual property. If you would like permission to use material from the book (other than for review purposes), 

please contact permissions@hbgusa.com. Thank you for your support of the author’s rights. • Little, Brown and Company • Hachette Book Group • 1290 Avenue 

of the Americas, New York, NY 10104 • Visit us at LBYR.com • First Edition: March 2023 • Little, Brown and Company is a division of Hachette Book Group, Inc. • 

The Little, Brown name and logo are trademarks of Hachette Book Group, Inc • The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned 

by the publisher. • Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data • Names: Harris, Meena, author. | Valdez, Marissa, illustrator. • Title: A is for ambitious / by 

Meena Harris ; illustrated by Marissa Valdez. • Description: First edition. | New York ; Boston : Little, Brown and Company, 2023. | Audience: Ages 4–8. | Summary: 

Illustrations and rhyming text reclaim words often used to put down girls and women, while introducing the letters of the alphabet. • Identifiers: LCCN 2021051009 

| ISBN 9780316354493 (hardcover) • Subjects: CYAC: Stories in rhyme. | Ambition—Fiction. | Self-esteem—Fiction. | Alphabet. | Vocabulary. | LCGFT: Picture books. 

| Stories in rhyme. | Alphabet books. • Classification: LCC PZ8.3.H24314 Aam 2021 | DDC [E]—dc23 • LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021051009 • ISBN 

978-0-316-35449-3 • PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA • PHX • 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

By MEENA HARRIS
Illustrated by MARISSA VALDEZ

AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   4-5AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   4-5 8/18/22   6:23 AM8/18/22   6:23 AM

LIT
TLE

, B
ROW

N 

YOUNG R
EADERS 

UNCORRECTED P
ROOF



AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   6-7AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   6-7 8/18/22   6:23 AM8/18/22   6:23 AM

LIT
TLE

, B
ROW

N 

YOUNG R
EADERS 

UNCORRECTED P
ROOF



AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   8-9AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   8-9 8/18/22   6:23 AM8/18/22   6:23 AM

LIT
TLE

, B
ROW

N 

YOUNG R
EADERS 

UNCORRECTED P
ROOF



AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   10-11AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   10-11 8/18/22   6:23 AM8/18/22   6:23 AM

LIT
TLE

, B
ROW

N 

YOUNG R
EADERS 

UNCORRECTED P
ROOF



AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   12-13AIsforAmbitious_9780316229692_HC_INT_DES4.indd   12-13 8/18/22   6:23 AM8/18/22   6:23 AM

LIT
TLE

, B
ROW

N 

YOUNG R
EADERS 

UNCORRECTED P
ROOF



I have big ideas, hopes, and wishes.
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is for Confident.

Someday I could have my own 

monument!

is for Bossy.

Listen, I take my role 

seriously.
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is for Emotional.  

My feelings are valid; my heart is full.

is for 

Determined.

When we put our minds 

together, everyone wins.
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is for Go-getter.

Let’s chase our dreams and 

make the world better.

is for Feminist,

a great thing for anyone to be—

if you believe in equity.
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is for Judgy.

My beliefs are informed—I don’t 

share them without studying.

is for when I’m feeling 

Headstrong.

I’m not afraid to speak up 

if something is wrong.

is for Intense.

I like to concentrate so 

everything makes sense.
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is for when my voice is Loud.

I want to be heard—I’m passionate 

and proud.

might be silent in 

Know-it-all,

but when I express myself, 

I stand tall.
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is for NO.

Because setting 

boundaries helps 

me grow.

is for too Much.

I am so many things. I have a special touch.

is for Opinionated.

Keeping every thought to yourself 

is so overrated! 
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is for Relentless.

I have goals, I have plans, I will settle for 

nothing less.

is for Persistent.

I won’t give up. I always 

go the distance!

is for Quirky.

I am unique and special—

only I can be me!
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is for Trouble. 

Good trouble, to be exact.

I won’t shy away from the struggle, 

and that’s a matter of fact.

is for Sensitive.

I’m human, after all. I’m also compassionate and intuitive.
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is for Unyielding.

I’m on a mission; I’ll keep building.

is for Vulnerable, when I want to be

seen, or the private moments in between.

well, that’s for Wild.

I am free—my imagination is unbridled.
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is for Young.is for all the things I haven’t learned just yet

and all the versions of me I still haven’t met. 

I bring a fresh perspective while honoring heroes unsung.
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is for the Zillions of girls,

everywhere, all around the world.

 

We are more than one thing.

We’ll be seen and heard.

We are all the letters in the alphabet.

And every last word.
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