BO O K C LU B G U I D E
FROM THE STONEWALL HONOR AU TH O R

ASHLEY HERRING BLAKE
Hazel Bly used to live in the perfect house with the perfect family in sunny California. But
when a kayaking trip goes horribly wrong, Mum is suddenly gone forever and Hazel is left
with crippling anxiety and a jagged scar on her face. After Mum’s death, Hazel, her other
mother, Mama, and her little sister, Peach, needed a fresh start. So for the last two years, the
Bly girls have lived all over the country, never settling anywhere for more than a few months.
When the family arrives in Rose Harbor, Maine, there’s a wildness to the small town that feels
like magic. But when Mama runs into an old childhood friend—Claire—suddenly Hazel’s
tight-knit world is infiltrated. To make it worse, she has a daughter Hazel’s age, Lemon, who
can’t stop rambling on and on about the Rose Maid, a local 150-year-old mermaid myth.
Soon, Hazel finds herself just as obsessed with the Rose Maid as Lemon is—because what
if magic were real? What if grief really could change you so much, you weren’t even yourself
anymore? And what if instead you emerged from the darkness stronger than before?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1.

When they first met, Lemon kept trying to encourage Hazel in conversation when it seemed that Hazel didn’t want to be friends. Put
yourself in both of their shoes. How would you deal with that situation?

2.

The first time Hazel visited the ocean club she found herself having a good time, but when she realized she was enjoying it, she
stopped herself. Why do you think Hazel did this? Do you think she felt that she didn’t deserve to have a good time?

3.

Kiko seemed a little standoffish and was a little mean to Hazel. Why do you think that is?

4.

Mama encouraged Hazel to go out with Lemon and later that day Hazel had a panic attack. Do you think she was ready to go out to
the beach? Why do you think Mama wanted to Hazel to go out, even when it was clear Hazel didn’t want to?

5.

“Hazel. I didn’t raise you to be ungrateful and cruel,” Mama said to Hazel when she returned home without Lemon (p. 127). Do you
think Hazel has been cruel to Lemon? Why or why not?

6.

When Mama told Hazel that she needed “just...time. To have a little fun” (p.191), Hazel thought Mama meant time to have fun away
from her. Do you agree with Hazel? What do you think Mama was trying to say?

7.

When Hazel saw how much time her Mama and Claire spent together it made her dislike Claire. Do you think it was actually Claire
that Hazel disliked? Or did Hazel dislike what Claire represented? What do you think Claire and Mama’s relationship represents
that bothers Hazel?

8.

There are many ways to deal with grief and sadness. What are some ways you deal with these emotions?
What makes you feel better?

9.

Throughout the book a lot of people were sad for different reasons, and they kept hurting the people around them. Do you think it’s
possible to hurt people without meaning to? What are ways you can avoid doing that?

10. The legend of The Rose Maid was so well known that the town of Rose Harbor had many things dedicated to keeping the legend,
and the mystery of Rosemary Lee alive. Why do you think so many people were willing to believe that the mermaid was real?
11. Do you think Hazel saved herself in the water and wanted it to be The Rose Maid because they look alike or do you believe that the
mermaid really saved Hazel?
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