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T H E M UST-R E A D H I STO R I C A L 
M Y ST E RY O F T H E Y E A R

Intricately plotted, meticulously researched, and 
emotionally resonant — THEY WENT LEFT will stay with 

you long after you’ve turned the last page

Shelf Awareness

A Top 10 Kids’ Indie Next Pick

 “A must-purchase.” —SLC

 �“Leaves readers...rewarded.” —BCCB

 “Compelling.” —PW

 �“Heartwarming.” —SLJ

 ��������“�A heartbreaking yet 
     hopeful �story.” —BookPage

 ����“Beautifully realized, highly 
empathetic...superbly crafted.” —Booklist

 ����“Enthralling.... Compulsively readable.” —Shelf Awareness

“A tragic adventure with an ending that will make you cry.” 
—ABELINE, age 18 

“I liked it a lot!... Leaves you on the edge of your seat, and 
left speechless at many parts of the book.” —SKYLAR, age 15

“A very compelling read.” —SARAH, age 16

TEEN READERS SAY IT BEST! 



A New York Times Bestseller • The Edgar 
Award Winner for Best Young Adult Mystery 
Novel 2017 • An Entertainment Weekly Best 

YA Book of 2016 •  A Booklist Best Young 
Adult Book of 2016 • A 2017 Indies Choice 

Awards Finalist for Best Young Adult Book • 
A YALSA 2017 Best Book for Young Adults 
• A New York Public Library Best Book for 
Teens of 2016 • A Notable Social Studies 
Trade Books for Young People Selection 

2017 •  A 2017 Bank Street College of 
Education Best Children’s Book of the Year

A Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2018 •
A 2019 YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults 

Pick • A 2018 BCCB Bulletin Blue Ribbon 
Title • A 2019 Notable Social Studies Trade 

Book for Young People •  
A 2020 Oklahoma Sequoyah Book 

Award Book

 “Affecting.” —Booklist

  “Riveting.” —PW

 “A heartrending, moving story.” 
—VOYA

  “A poignant, wonderfully crafted 
story.” —Shelf Awareness

On 9 state awards lists, 
including Connecticut, Wyoming, 

Indiana, California, Nebraska, 
South Carolina, Rhode Island, 

Virginia, and the District 
of Columbia!

    "Superb...perfect for those who 
enjoyed Markus Zusak’s The Book 

Thief.” —SLJ

 “Extraordinary.” —Booklist

 “A moving book that successfully 
describes an unjust aspect of U.S. 

History.” —PW

 “Keeps readers guessing through 
the final pages.” —BCCB

 “Teens and adults interested 
in WWII books will want to 

experience this story.” —SLC

“Once again, Monica Hesse delivers 
an incredibly compelling and 

beautifully researched novel.… 
A must-read for fans of historical 

fiction”—Ruta Sepetys, 
#1 New York Times 
bestselling author

 “Superb...perfect for those who 
enjoyed Markus Zusak’s The Book 

Thief.” —SLJ

 “Extraordinary.” —Booklist

 “A moving book that successfully 
describes an unjust aspect of U.S. 

History.” —PW

 “Keeps readers guessing through 
the final pages.” —BCCB

 “Teens and adults interested 
in WWII books will want to 

experience this story.” —SLC
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