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INTRODUCTION

The Manila American Cemetery, located on 152 acres 
just a few miles outside the Philippine capital, memorializes 

36,285 soldiers and sailors who fought and died under the American 
flag somewhere in the Pacific during the Second World War. To enter 
here is somehow to leave the noise and pace of  twenty-  first-  century 
Manila. The spacious grounds, maintained more carefully than a golf 
course, offer the city’s freshest air and its greenest grass. From a hilltop 
near the former site of the US Army’s Fort McKinley, the cemetery 
and its central memorial command remarkable views of the skyscrap-
ers and apartment buildings of a booming Asian metropolis, rolling 
hills to the east, and the hazy sunsets over Manila Bay that cast shad-
ows over the white marble gravestones. As a memorial to the sacrifices 
of war, the cemetery is altogether fitting and proper.

It is also, on most days, remarkably empty. The first time I visited, I 
was one of the only Americans there. The guestbook listed Australians, 
Indians, Japanese, several local residents enjoying the breezy Sunday 
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afternoon, and just one other American: a woman from Burbank, Cali-
fornia, with a typical Filipino surname. Perhaps she was a  balikbayan—  a 
returning  migrant—  home for a visit and there to pay respects. Even in 
Manila, it is easy to overlook this place. Neighboring Fort McKinley is 
gone, turned over in 1949 to the Armed Forces of the Philippines, and 
more recently replaced in part by an upscale shopping center known 
simply as The Fort.

In the quiet moments that predominate on that Manila hilltop, 
the names of the dead tell a shared history of two nations bound by a 
century of war. As the stones attest, the US military has been in the 
Philippines for a long time, beginning in 1898 when America con-
quered the Spanish colony and annexed it to the United States, then in 
the years from 1898 to 1946 when the Philippines was a US colony, and 
in the decades since independence, when the Philippines has been an 
American ally in Asia.

Filipinos have been in the US armed forces for just as long. Be-
ginning in 1899 and continuing to this day, hundreds of thousands of 
Filipinos and Filipino Americans have served under the American flag. 
The first were the Philippine Scouts, recruited into Uncle Sam’s ser-
vice by US Army officers eager to defeat the Filipino independence 
struggle they referred to as the “Philippine Insurrection.” Over time, 
the Army’s temporary tool of counterinsurgency became America’s 
permanent mode of colonial rule, and by the 1920s Philippine Scouts 
outnumbered US soldiers in the territory. In the years between the 
two world wars, thousands of Filipinos joined the US Navy, some en-
listing in the Philippines, others in the United States, nearly all of 
them restricted to  bottom-  rung positions as cooks and stewards. The 
Second World War called up hundreds of thousands more. About 
7,000 Filipino migrants in the United States joined the US Army’s 
First and Second Filipino Regiments; more than 120,000 served in the 
ranks of the doomed Philippine Army that met the invading Japanese 
force in 1942; at least 70,000 men and women fought in the guerrilla 
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movements that battled Japanese occupation. The walls of the Manila 
American Cemetery include some of these names.

The memorial does a better job of recording Filipinos’ wartime ser-
vice than most history books do. Walking down the east colonnade de-
voted to the US Army, it is hard to miss the overwhelming number of 
Philippine Scouts recorded  there—  whole columns filled with names 
such as Gonzales or Torres or Velasco. Across the way, on the colon-
nade that honors the US Navy, the names and ratings of the missing 
and dead tell the same story of service and sacrifice: Steward’s Mate 
Second Class, Mess Attendant, Water Tender, Cook. These men, too, 
went down with the ship, from the morning of December 7, 1941, to the 
summer of 1945. Some 64,000 of the 76,000 prisoners on the Bataan 
Death March were Filipinos who served under the American flag. Yet 
most of those men waited until 2009 to receive equitable veterans ben-
efits from the US government. But what were they doing in the US 
armed forces in the first place? And why did they wait so long?

We know the story of one of them, a man by the name of Pastor 
Amarillento. In December 1991, newly arrived in San Francisco from 
the Philippines, he walked proudly out of the city’s federal courthouse 
with his US naturalization certificate in hand. The  seventy-  four-  year- 
 old Amarillento had become a US citizen under the provisions of a 
1990 law extending citizenship to veterans of the Philippine Army 
who, like him, had fought for the United States during World War II. 
He bought a bus ticket to Los Angeles, where he planned to stay with 
his cousin. On the way to Los Angeles, a pickpocket stole Amarillen-
to’s last two hundred dollars. He tried to find his cousin, only to be told 
by a cab driver that her address was fifty miles away in Orange County. 
The sun was setting, and then it was gone, and Pastor Amarillento 
spent the night in a park in the City of Angels. And the next. And 
the next. Only then did he find his way to the  Filipino-  American Ser-
vice Group, a shelter in Filipinotown just west of downtown, where a 
Christmas party was under way. Amarillento was a veteran, a sergeant 
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in the army of the Greatest Generation, a man who marched under 
General Douglas MacArthur, only to find himself, fifty years later, 
sleeping in MacArthur Park. How did Douglas MacArthur get to the 
Philippines? And how did Pastor Amarillento end up in a park named 
after the general?1

Bound by War begins with those questions. Answering them re-
quires a history of the soldiers and sailors who crossed the Pacific, of 
two nations bound together by the wars they fought there, and of the 
century they built together.

In November 2011, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
announced the beginning of “America’s Pacific Century.” The admin-
istration of President Barack Obama, she explained, would now “pivot 
to new global realities” in Asia. Clinton’s claim to novelty would have 
surprised the naval strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan, who had written 
in 1890 that “whether they will or no, Americans must now begin to 
look outward” toward the Pacific. And it would have startled the Fil-
ipinos and Americans who crossed the Pacific in uniform in the de-
cades after America’s ships first steamed into Manila Bay during the 
 Spanish-  American War. They would have known that by the time Hil-
lary Clinton announced it, the Pacific Century was already a hundred 
years old. After all, they were the ones who had built it.2

One of the first to enlist was Gaudencio Verceies, a  twenty-  three- 
 year-  old hotel clerk in Washington, DC, who enlisted in the United 
States Navy in 1908. Verceies soon found himself bound from Norfolk, 
Virginia, on the battleship USS Georgia. He was one of two Filipino sail-
ors who participated in the global voyage of the Great White Fleet, the 
US Navy’s 1908  round-  the-  world tour. The brainchild of President The-
odore Roosevelt, the Great White Fleet was meant to send a message 
to the established power of Britain and the rising empires of Germany 

BoundByWar_HCtext1P_BG.indd 4 12/18/19 9:13:58 PM



– 5 –

Introduction

and Japan. It was a clear symbol that America had officially embraced 
an imperial identity, taking up “The White Man’s Burden” that British 
poet Rudyard Kipling laid out in his poem, written for American au-
diences and published in February 1899 with a  now-  forgotten subtitle, 
“The United States and the Philippine Islands.” The Great White Fleet 
might not be the place one would expect to find Gaudencio Verceies, 
one of those whom Kipling dismissively described as America’s “ new- 
 caught sullen peoples.” Verceies spent his entire career in the Navy, and 
in April 1917, in an interview published on “The Student’s Page” of the 
Philippines Free Press, he urged young readers to enlist in the world war 
the United States had just joined. “We have plenty of good food . . .  and 
the pay is good. And then there is the opportunity to see the world, to 
learn about the people of other countries . . .  I should say it is a golden 
opportunity for Filipino young men of ambition.”3

Pacific service was also an opportunity for ambitious young Amer-
icans. In May 1898,  twenty-  two-  year-  old Joseph Evans sailed for the 
Philippines from San Francisco, assuring his brother back home in Or-
egon that “this trip is nothing but a  vacation—  we will have lots of fun.” 
His fellow soldier Mark Bocek, who joined up in Baltimore in 1909, 
saw matters differently. “I seen a beautiful poster there, nice uniform and 
palm trees,” he explained decades later. “They didn’t tell me about the 
hard life. They sure didn’t tell you nothing. On the other side was a pick 
and shovel, that you had to work.” Like Gaudencio Verceies, men such 
as Evans and Bocek also made their history in the Pacific. Service in the 
Philippines transformed Americans’ sense of the United States in the 
world. In Philippine barrios and jungles, Americans earned the Medal of 
Honor, handed chocolates to civilian children, and married war brides. 
The Philippines was where American forces built their first big overseas 
military bases, where they learned to use napalm, where they mastered 
the techniques of torture.4

What began as a Pacific moment in 1898 became a Pacific Century 
for both nations. Filipinos’ military service didn’t stop when the United 
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States granted Philippine independence in 1946, because America’s Pa-
cific ambitions didn’t end then, either. The Philippines shifted from col-
ony to ally and Japan from enemy to friend. The Cold War soon burned 
hot in Korea and Vietnam. War in Asia meant that even with indepen-
dence, the two nations and their soldiers and sailors would continue 
to serve together. In 1947, a bilateral agreement guaranteed the United 
States access to  twenty-  three military bases in the new  nation—  and 
soon provided for the enlistment of up to 2,000 Philippine citizens a 
year in the US Navy. In the 1960s, planes landed at Clark Air Base from 
South Vietnam; American sailors arrived at Subic Bay Naval Station 
for leave; Philippine Army medics departed for Saigon. A generation 
later, Operation Enduring Freedom undertook military action not only 
in Afghanistan, but the southern Philippines as well. As the United 
States began its war on Iraq in 2003, the Defense Manpower Data 
Center estimated that 31,000 noncitizens wore the uniforms of the US 
armed forces, about 20 percent of them Filipinos. And through it all, 
countless other Filipinos and Filipino Americans who never wore a uni-
form were affected by the service of those who did: all the people who 
worked for or near the US military; civilian farmers and factory workers 
who produced food, weapons, and airplanes; spouses who kept families 
going during sailors’ long absences at sea; young protestors demanding 
equal treatment for aging veterans; a woman from Burbank walking in 
a cemetery on a Sunday afternoon.

For both Filipinos and Americans, Bound by War retells the history 
of the United States from a Pacific perspective. The Pacific is an ocean, 
an array of societies living in it and around it, and a field for the pro-
jection of American power. The adjective means  peaceful—  the Pacific’s 
modern history was anything but. A Pacific history tells something 
more than the history of the United States in the Pacific, or indeed the 
history of either the United States or the Philippines. Like Filipinos 
and Americans in the twentieth century, a Pacific history crosses the 
boundaries of either nation to show the connections between them: 
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an unbroken cord that hitched the destinies of two countries to the 
military and foreign policy priorities of the United States.

War shaped every aspect of the Pacific Century, from 
how Americans and Filipinos thought about each other to how they 
lived together. Those connections built Filipino America. They trans-
formed the Philippines. And they made US power in Asia first possi-
ble, and then permanent.

For most of the twentieth century, service in the US armed forces 
offered the clearest path to migration and US citizenship for Filipinos 
who wanted it. It’s not hard to see traces of this on the landscape, as 
some of the communities with the greatest number of Filipino Amer-
icans also happen to be US Navy towns: Vallejo, California, near Mare 
Island Naval Shipyard; National City, near Naval Station San Diego; 
Norfolk and Virginia Beach, near Hampton Roads. In 2020 the United 
States counts over four million Filipino Americans, one of the nation’s 
 fastest-  growing ethnic groups. Many trace their family histories to 
a father or an uncle in a US military uniform, and when they don’t, 
someone else’s father or uncle casts a shadow. Military service also pro-
vided Filipinos a language of patriotism and  sacrifice—  and therefore 
of equality. Immigrants and their children used those words, not only 
to wage a  decades-  long struggle for equity for World War II veterans, 
but to find a place for themselves in America, making their service part 
of America’s military history, making their protests and lawsuits part 
of its civil rights legacy, handing down mindsets and memories of war 
and the military from one generation to the next.5

In both the Philippines and the United States, the Pacific Century 
bound together high politics and ordinary soldiering. It can be seen 
at the highest levels in the stories of several of the nation’s  twentieth- 
 century leaders: Emilio Aguinaldo, the leader of the Philippine 
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Revolution, who died in a US veterans’ hospital with the American 
national anthem on his lips; Manuel Quezon, a former revolutionary 
soldier turned US government informant who led the Philippine in-
dependence movement for three decades; Ramon Magsaysay,  hand- 
 picked for the presidency by CIA officers; Fidel Ramos, a graduate 
not of the Philippine Military Academy but of West Point; and Ferdi-
nand Marcos, who presented himself as a daring guerrilla fighter with 
a chest full of US Army medals, only to see his heroism unmasked and 
his regime overthrown by a popular revolution that he watched on 
American television news.

Generations of military service shaped Philippine politics, and 
America’s, too. Even at the White House. Thanks to a provision of Navy 
bureaucracy, the domestic duties at the US presidential residence were 
long managed by the US Navy, and decades of recruiting Filipinos for 
positions as messmen and stewards meant that for most of the twenti-
eth century, the first person the American president saw when he got 
up in the morning was a Filipino sailor in an American uniform. US 
power in the Pacific could be  exercised—  or  experienced—  at a great dis-
tance or a very close one. The US-Philippine relationship was and is an 
uneven partnership, and Bound by War accounts for the violence and ra-
cial discrimination that Filipino servicemen experienced. Going beyond 
foreign policy, this is a history of foreign relations: the political, military, 
and personal bonds that Americans and Filipinos forged in the Pacific.

Those connections shaped US military institutions across the 
twentieth century. After 1898, the Philippines quickly became Amer-
ica’s most substantial colonial commitment, and with over one hun-
dred million people, it remains one of the United States’ largest and 
most reliable allies. America  had—  and  has—  other territories, bases, 
and nodes to project its global power. But after 1898 the Philippines 
demanded the most energy and the most money, posed the biggest 
questions, and set the precedents for later US actions in Asia. That 
relationship hardly changed after independence in  1946—  if anything, 
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it widened and deepened. As America’s Asian priorities shifted, it was 
from the Philippines that the United States faced its Pacific rivals: 
Spain, Japan, the Soviet Union, and, today, China.

From the Pacific, you can watch the transformation of the Ameri-
can military in the twentieth century. A standing army replaced a small 
frontier fighting force, and a flexible National Guard took the place of 
an array of inept local militias. Steel ships plied the seas, refueling at 
coaling stations that dotted the maps at war colleges and service acad-
emies. The livelihoods of entire cities were tied to military fortunes, 
whether workers built B-17s at Boeing in Seattle, harvested sugar cane 
in Hawai‘i, or packed salmon into tin cans in Alaska. There were new 
weapons, from nuclear warheads stored at Clark to psychological oper-
ations aimed at the hearts and minds of Southeast Asian peasants. And 
there were new or expanded  institutions—  veterans’ hospitals, pension 
bureaus, and embassy naturalization  offices—  that managed the dense 
connections between military service, the modern welfare state, and its 
citizens. There were long legacies and surprising links. If you look for 
the only US Veterans Administration office outside the United States, 
you’ll find it in Manila.

As the American military changed in the twentieth century, the 
Philippines was both its foundation and its framework. A foundation 
in the sense of a solid block on which everything else was built: a jungle 
outpost became an Army camp, which then became an Air Force base 
four times the size of the District of Columbia. An army borrowed 
from the Spanish in 1898 was sent to Japan in 1945 and replicated in 
Korea in 1950. Careers advanced in the  Philippines—  William Howard 
Taft and Dwight Eisenhower, Paul Wolfowitz and Paul  Manafort— 
 led to Washington’s corridors of power. The Philippines provided a 
framework that guided and set boundaries for the United States in 
Asia: anticommunism in the mountains of Luzon could be exported 
to South Vietnam; People Power generated peaceful regime change 
in Manila in 1986, so why would it not do so in Baghdad in 2003? 
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Filipinos were part of every major policy the US military undertook, 
fighting with and for the nation that colonized them, and with dreams 
greater than food or pay or travel. They learned along the way to nav-
igate the Pacific Century, building on its foundation, pushing against 
its framework, and making the century their own.

Not so different from a Manila jeepney driver. The Manila Amer-
ican Cemetery is a long walk from the nearest train station, and so to 
get there I rode in a jeepney. The streets and highways of Manila are 
clogged with these remarkable vehicles, and everyone will tell you the 
same story of where they come from: after the Second World War, 
the US Army sold or abandoned its fleet of jeeps, and Filipino drivers 
adapted them for use as informal jitneys, or jeepneys. Some drivers 
boast that the jeepneys they drive date from World War II, though 
none actually do anymore. The American Motor Car Company ex-
ported jeeps from Detroit until the 1970s, and most today are manufac-
tured in the Philippines. To grab potential passengers’ attention, drivers 
paint jeepneys in outlandish colors, decorating them with the names of 
their wives, their children, their hometowns, their patron saints. In the 
decades since the war, the jeepney has become for Filipinos a cherished 
national icon, which, when you think about it, is kind of ironic. On the 
one hand, there is no clearer illustration of the legacies of war and co-
lonialism: a US Army vehicle, imported during an invasion, abandoned 
by the occupiers, and yet somehow still beloved. But a jeepney would 
be unrecognizable on American streets: it is a distinctively Filipino 
vehicle, built on an American platform but adapted to Filipinos’ needs. 
In all my trips to the Philippines, I saw jeepneys in almost every color. 
I never saw one painted red, white, and blue.6

In the darkest days of the Second World War, two men 
briefly debated the stakes of the war that had brought them together. 
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Captain William Peryam had been an engineer at a copper mine be-
fore he headed to the hills to join a guerrilla unit in northern Luzon. 
In a memoir written just after the war, Major Thomas Jones, one of 
Peryam’s fellow soldiers, recorded an insight on the captain’s part. “I’ve 
been in this country five years before the war,” he said, “and never re-
garded these Filipinos as anything other than a source of labor supply 
to be exploited as much as possible. And now, damn it, . . .  the very peo-
ple for whom I had nothing but a kick in the seat of the pants are now 
risking their lives to feed me and the rest of the Americans.” Peryam 
insisted that “if I ever get through this war things are going to be dif-
ferent” at the mine.7

In his memoir, Major Jones then recorded another story. As the 
guerrillas struggled to survive in the mountains, local Filipinos offered 
them food and water. Then, one day, the guerrillas got the one thing 
they needed even more urgently: a radio man. In the 1930s, Arthur 
Furagganan had spent seven years in Los Angeles and picked up a 
trade as a radio repairman. He returned home to the Philippines just 
before the war, and soon after the Japanese invasion in 1942, he made 
his way to the mountains. When the American guerrillas asked Fu-
ragganan whether he planned to return to California after the war, he 
said no. “I think it’s the most wonderful place in the world to  live—  for 
a white  person—  and the worst for a Filipino.” The Americans tried to 
convince their beloved radio operator that “after the gallant fight in 
Bataan, the burden of which had been carried by Filipino troops, that 
things would be different in America.” Furagganan was unconvinced. 
“Maybe just now. But you can’t eliminate prejudice merely by a battle, 
even Bataan.”8

The two men never lived to see the world their war was changing. 
William Peryam died when the Allies sunk a Japanese ship carrying 
him and other POWs to Japan in December 1944. Arthur Furagganan 
was captured by the Japanese and executed. Their service is inscribed 
in stone: Peryam’s at a memorial in Honolulu, and Furagganan’s at the 
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Manila American Cemetery, one of the 36,285 names whose stories 
remain to be told. For the lives bound up in the Pacific Century, that 
shared history could end in the green fields of the Manila American 
Cemetery or on a park bench in downtown Los Angeles. But it began 
in 1899, when two  men—  one Filipino, one  American—  made camp 
near a town called Macabebe.
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C H A P T E R  O N E

BIND YOUR SONS
1898–  1901

In June 1899, Lieutenant Matthew Batson and his servant, 
a man known to us only by his first name, Jacinto, made camp in the 

Candaba swamps about fifty miles north of Manila. Surrounded by the 
poorly armed but devoted soldiers of the Philippines’  decades-  long inde-
pendence movement, the two men surely knew that America’s “splendid 
little war” to liberate Spain’s Caribbean colonies had become something 
else: a bitter confrontation in Asia, marked by guerrilla warfare, racial 
violence, and harsh counterinsurgency. When Matthew Batson enlisted 
as a private in the US Army in 1888, he surely hadn’t expected to find 
himself one day in the Philippines. He almost didn’t become a soldier at 
all. Raised in rural Missouri, Batson tried his hand at teaching and stud-
ied briefly for the bar before giving army life a chance. The next ten years 
brought Batson to the American West and then to Cuba, mostly with 
the 9th US Cavalry, a regiment of African American soldiers known as 
the “Buffalo Soldiers.”1
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Batson was a decorated soldier with an independent streak. His ac-
tions in one of the  Philippine-  American War’s first battles earned him 
the Medal of Honor. But by June 1899, the  thirty-  three-  year-  old soldier 
had grown downright frustrated with the  heavy-  handed conduct of the 
war he had been sent across the Pacific to fight. Batson was unsur-
prised by the so-called Philippine Insurrection, reflecting in a letter to 
his wife that “if I was a Philipino [sic] I would fight as long as I had a 
breath left. . . .  We come as a Christian people to relieve them from the 
Spanish yoke and bear ourselves like barbarians.” Batson unburdened 
his thoughts not only to his wife, but to his servant as well, and at some 
point in May or June of 1899, Jacinto brought Batson to Macabebe, his 
home town in the province of Pampanga not far from their camp.2

What Matthew Batson found there surprised him. Macabebe’s 
loyalty to Spain meant it was no ordinary city. For years, it had been 
the largest source of military recruitment for Spain’s colonial army in 
the Philippines. Eugenio Blanco, a colonel in that army and the city’s 
most powerful landowner, funneled local men into the Voluntarios de 
Macabebe. Happy to have the troops, the Spanish protected Blanco in 
turn after Filipino revolutionaries launched a war of resistance against 
Spain. In 1898, revolutionaries surrounded the Spanish garrison in Ma-
cabebe. Five hundred Spanish soldiers, civilians, and clergy took refuge 
in the parish church, and 3,000 Macabebe soldiers defended them un-
til the Spanish army rescued the forces.3

When American troops conquered Macabebe a few months later, 
in April 1899, they encountered “about a thousand of the inhabitants 
of the place assembled upon the banks of the river, cheering the ex-
pedition lustily,” and learned that “many of the Macabebes expressed 
themselves as being anxious to enter the American service.” A delega-
tion from the city traveled to Manila to meet with US officers, eager to 
transfer their allegiance from Spain to the United States in exchange 
for protection from revolutionary forces. The Army recruited a hun-
dred men as civilian employees.4
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Soon thereafter, the Chicago Tribune informed readers that the Fil-
ipinos “are delighted to get 50 cents a day, declaring their loyalty to the 
Americans.” Jacinto was probably one of them, in all likelihood hav-
ing previously served in the Spanish Voluntarios. Precisely what Jacinto 
showed Matthew Batson in Macabebe is unknown, but in June 1899, 
Batson wrote a letter to his commanding officer asking permission to 
organize two companies of Filipinos as  soldiers—  not simply as hired 
 hands—  for use in local pacification campaigns. Major General Elwell 
Otis, who was then the commanding general in the Philippines, hes-
itantly agreed. And with that began the Philippine Scouts: a colonial 
army that matched those of America’s fellow empires, and, over time, 
the foundation of US power in Asia and the symbol of the partnership 
between the two nations.5

The Philippine Scouts emerged from conversations between Mat-
thew Batson and Jacinto, carried on at times in a pidgin language that 
American soldiers called “bamboo English,” other times conducted 
through their translator, a former captain in Spain’s colonial army. But 
it wasn’t an original idea. The military histories of both the United 
States and the Philippines made a “native” force a foregone conclusion. 
Matthew Batson’s life story suggests the American precedents: his 
time with the Buffalo Soldiers ingrained a racial hierarchy, and years of 
 low-  intensity warfare in the American West made him familiar with 
the Indian Scouts, units of Native American soldiers recruited by the 
US Army in the late nineteenth century.6

Jacinto’s experiences pointed toward the same outcome. For cen-
turies, the Spanish had depended on Filipino troops to defend their 
Asian colony. The Philippine Revolution, well under way before the 
Americans arrived in Manila Bay in 1898, exacerbated divisions within 
Philippine society, forcing people like Jacinto to choose sides. For the 
Americans, to win the  war—  or even just make the war look  winnable— 
 they needed Filipino allies. In places like Macabebe, they found trained 
soldiers willing to take their side. Years of war had devastated large 
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areas of the Philippines. The landless and hungry population was 
so tired of surviving off boiled banana  stumps—  as the people living 
around Macabebe were  doing—  they were willing to offer their services 
to any army in exchange for security. For the men of Macabebe, if food 
and safety required Filipino soldiers to let Batson and the Americans 
think the force was their idea, so be it.7

As they fought side by side, Filipinos and Americans spoke in a lan-
guage of blood to make sense of their new bonds. The Macabebes’ ene-
mies called them dugong aso, or “ dog-  blooded”—  a contemptuous term 
still used  today—  that suggested an animal’s obedience rather than loy-
alty, brotherhood, or even  self-  interest. The revolutionaries called the 
Macabebes’ service treason, but underneath the apparent contradiction 
of Filipinos fighting for the Americans against other Filipinos was a 
deeper truth. As Filipino soldiers served American interests in the Pa-
cific, they also advanced their own nation, although not on their own 
terms. Instead, the war entangled two countries by linking Philippine 
national identity with US military priorities in the Pacific. Beginning 
with that conversation between Matthew Batson and Jacinto, the two 
nations were irrevocably bound together. This was the first time that 
Americans found themselves in Southeast Asian jungles with Filipino 
soldiers by their side. It would not be the last.8

In the nineteenth century, Spain maintained only a small 
cohort of civilian and military officials in the Philippines. Mostly, they 
relied on local landlords and clergy to maintain order and filled their 
army’s ranks with Filipino soldiers, called by the Spanish indios, or 
Indians. Resistance to Spanish colonialism steadily increased, leaving 
Spain’s small military outpost vulnerable. In 1868, the government in 
Madrid moved to supplement the army with a  quasi-  military police 
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force, the Guardia Civil, made up of Filipino soldiers under Spanish 
officers. Marching through Manila in their distinctive  three-  cornered 
hats, the Guardia Civil’s 3,500 soldiers suppressed Filipino nationalists, 
which in turn only fanned the flames of  anti-  Spanish rebellion.9

The Philippine Revolution began with a dispute about soldiers’ pay. 
In 1872, the colonial government announced that it would replace some 
of the Filipino civil guards at Fort San Felipe in Cavite, a small city 
across Manila Bay from the capital, with a contingent of Spaniards. 
The Spanish soldiers would do the same service but receive European 
wages. Outraged, a group of 200 Filipinos, most of them soldiers in the 
Guardia Civil, walked out on January 20, 1872. Spain called it a mutiny, 
quickly crushed it, and executed three men before an angry crowd of 
40,000 in Manila, setting the Philippines on an irrevocable course to-
ward conflict with Spain.10

A generation later, formal petitions and sporadic rebellions had 
become armed insurgency. The revolution had many leaders, but af-
ter 1897 it was under the political and military command of General 
Emilio Aguinaldo. Born to a prosperous family in 1869 in Cavite Viejo, 
near the site of the 1872 munity, Aguinaldo was recruited by a cousin 
into the revolution’s armed faction in 1895, and soon rose to military 
leadership, outmaneuvering his rivals and successfully turning a ragtag 
series of colonial uprisings into a revolution to be reckoned with. Call-
ing on “the brave sons of the Philippines,” Aguinaldo tried (with some 
success) to draw trained  soldiers—  and their  weapons—  from the indios 
of the Spanish colonial army into the ranks of the Katipuneros, or rev-
olutionaries. At the same time, his official propagandists documented 
the excesses of Spain’s army and sought to win converts to the Kati-
punan by providing security, food, and animals to ordinary people.11

With their empire collapsing all around them, from Havana to 
Guam to Manila, the Spanish launched a  last-  ditch effort to suppress 
the revolution by force. They expanded the Guardia Civil and in 1895 
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