BOOK CLUB GUIDE

INVICTUS

R YA N G R AU D I N

“Graudin weaves the past and future seamlessly together into an epic canvas spanning
generations. An incredibly intricate, brilliantly paced, masterfully written journey.”
—MARIE LU, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Young Elites series

ABOUT THE BOOK:
Time flies when you’re plundering history.
Farway Gaius McCarthy was born outside of time. The son of a time traveler
from 2354 AD and a gladiator living in ancient Rome, Far’s very existence
defies the laws of nature. All he’s ever wanted was to explore history for
himself, but after failing his entrance exam into the government program,
Far will have to settle for a position on the black market—captaining a timetraveling crew to steal valuables from the past.

Book Club Pick

During a routine heist on the sinking Titanic, Far meets a mysterious girl
named Eliot who always seems to be one step ahead of him. Eliot has secrets—
big ones—that will affect Far’s life from beginning to end. Armed with the
knowledge that history is not as steady as it seems, she will lead Far and his
team on a race through time to set things right before the clock runs out.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1.

 fter he fails his exam, Far is faced with the opportunity to become a time traveler on the black market. Is it
A
worth the moral compromise to become a thief in order to achieve his dreams? Would you make the same
choice if your lifelong dream came to a screeching halt?

2.

 he time travelers of 2354 are able to vacation in any time and era. Where would you go if you were able to
T
bend space and time? What artifact from history would you steal?

3.

 he corps’ maxim is “The future’s hope is in the past.” What does it say about the society of 2354 that they are
T
so obsessed with history? What might future historians have to say about our current era?

4.

Invictus is told from the perspective of many narrators. How did that affect your experience when reading the
book?

5.

 ar’s world is turned on its head after meeting Eliot. How would the story change if he hadn’t let her on the
F
ship?

6.

The crew members of the Invictus have their own distinct personalities and quirks. How does that help them
work together? How does it get in their way? Which character do you most identify with?

7.

“Invictus” is also the name a of poem by William Ernest Henley, the first stanza of which is quoted in the book:
Out of the night which covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.
How does this stanza apply to Invictus the novel?
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