











Thematic
Connections

Family Relationships

Kenny and his grandmother are a family of two, and so are Ray-Ray and his brother, Nicky.

a) How do these two families di er?

b) How is the bond between Ray-Ray and his brother similar to the bond between Kenny and his grandma?
c) What is lacking in both Kenny’s and Ray-Ray’s lives?

d) How does Kenny's grandma help Ray-Ray?

e) Kenny says Ray-Ray is a part of his family. What does this mean to both Kenny and Ray-Ray?

Friendships

Kenny has a small group of friends who enjoy similar interests and do their best to avoid the bullies.
a) What incident occurs that begins to shake the bonds of these four friends?

b) How does the relationship between Ray-Ray and Kenny begin?

¢) Why does Ray-Ray want to help Kenny stop the bullies?

d) How does Kenny help Ray-Ray?

e) What do the boys learn about each other’s families that helps them gain understanding of their actions?

Intergenerational Relationships

a) How does Kenny show gratitude to his Grandma for taking him in and raising him?

b) Why does Kenny think his Grandma is like a superhero?

c) How does she show Kenny what it is to be a person of integrity?

d) What lessons does grandma instill in Kenny to help him be the man who will ght for what is right?

e) How does grandma G-Ma earn the respect of her community? e
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Kenny says to the reader, “My school is way worse than your school” (page 6).
What evidence does the reader have that makes this statement believable?

Why do the students respect Dr. Yetty? What new programs does she put in place
to help the students at UMS?

What advice does Ray-Ray give Kenny about how to stop being a target for the
bullies? How does this advice both help and hurt Kenny?

How did Nicky Powell earn his reputation? Why does riding in a car with him
help Kenny?

Why does Kenny feel like a fake when his grandma asks him to be a student
ambassador and speak to the other parents and school leaders?

Why is Kenny proud when the parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles put up a
fight for Ms. Yetty and a better school?

What advice does Dr. Yetty give Kenny before he speaks to the crowd of people at
the march? How can courage feel like being scared?

What changes at UMS does Kenny help make happen because he thinks big?
What can you think BIG about in order to help change your world?






