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GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING TO PARTNER WITH LITTLE, BROWN UK ON FICTION IN TRANSLATION VENTURE

NEW YORK, NY— December 7, 2011

Grand Central Publishing, a division of Hachette Book Group, announced today that it has formed a new transatlantic venture with Little, Brown Book Group UK that will focus on crime/suspense/thrillers in translation.

The two publishing houses will jointly acquire and publish up to six titles a year – under the Grand Central banner in the US, and under a new imprint, Trapdoor, in the UK.

The US program will be directed by Mitch Hoffman, Executive Editor at Grand Central, and the UK program will be directed by Dan Mallory, Associate Publisher at Sphere, an imprint of Little, Brown UK.
The first acquired title is DARK SECRETS, by Hjorth-Rosenfeldt, already sold in 16 territories worldwide. 200,000 copies were sold in Sweden alone. This is the acclaimed first in a series featuring psychological profiler Sebastian Bergman.

In making the announcement, Mitch Hoffman of Grand Central Publishing said, “We are excited to partner with Little, Brown UK on this unique joint-venture.  With our highly selective, focused list, we’ll be able to bring the best of commercial fiction from all over the world to English-language readers at home and abroad.”


Dan Mallory at Sphere added, “In recent years, fiction in translation, especially genre fiction, has enjoyed increased market pull in the English-speaking world.  Now, in tandem with Grand Central, we're pleased to offer an utterly unique opportunity within English-language publishing: the chance for foreign writers to be published throughout the English-speaking world by a single company. In an increasingly globalized market, an author's international profile is more valuable than ever, and our new venture will enable us to coordinate our efforts and expertise in order to build those profiles and power those authors to brand status around the world.” 


####

About Hachette Book Group:

Hachette Book Group (HBG) is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second largest publisher in the world. HBG publishes under the divisions of Little, Brown and Company, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, and Hachette Digital. 
