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GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING TO PUBLISH
MEMOIR BY SERENA WILLIAMS

New York, NY—September 16, 2008—Grand Central Publishing, a division of Hachette Book Group, announced today that it will publish an inspirational memoir by Serena Williams, the #1 ranked women’s tennis player in the world. The book, not yet titled, is slated for  publication in fall 2009.

Jamie Raab, Executive VP and Publisher of Grand Central Publishing, said, “We are delighted and honored to be publishing Serena Williams’ memoir. What she has accomplished both on the court and in every other facet of her life is extraordinary, and makes for a story that is unusually exciting and inspiring.”
 

Serena Williams is one of the top athletes in the world and one of the most accomplished and recognized players in tennis. She has nine Grand Slam titles to her name, including four in a row in 2002-2003, which became known as the “Serena Slam.” After winning the U.S. Open in 2008, she regained the #1 ranking. Serena and her sister, Venus Williams, claimed the gold in Women's Doubles at the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. Her remarkable tennis skills have propelled her to fame, but only her unique charm and drive could explain her successful endeavors outside of tennis in film, television, fashion, and philanthropy. 

Karen Kosztolnyik, Senior Editor who acquired the book for Grand Central Publishing, notes, “Serena Williams is one of the world’s most remarkable athletes. We've watched her rise to #1 despite physical and emotional setbacks, and her hard work and determination have inspired legions of fans young and old. Serena will give her memoir a strong motivational slant.”
The deal was negotiated with literary agent Suzanne Gluck, Executive Vice President of the William Morris Agency.

About Hachette Book Group 

Hachette Book Group is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world.  Hachette Book Group’s product lines include adult, illustrated, religious, children’s, and audio books under the imprints Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, Yen Press, and Hachette Book Group Digital Media.  Its bestselling authors include Ansel Adams, Marc Brown, David Baldacci, Michael Connelly, Nelson DeMille, Malcolm Gladwell, Robert Kiyosaki, Walter Mosley, Joyce Meyer, Stephenie Meyer, James Patterson, David Sedaris, Anita Shreve, Nicholas Sparks, Cecily von Ziegesar, and Paula White.
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