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Embargoed until 9.30 am GMT Wednesday 5th March

Octopus Publishing Group today announces the formation of Octopus Books USA which will begin publishing in North America in January 2009.

Octopus Books USA will be headed up by Jonathan Stolper who becomes Vice President, Associate Publisher, Octopus Books USA.  Jonathan is currently VP, Client Services at Hachette Book Group USA and was formerly VP, Sales & Marketing at Harry N. Abrams.  He will report directly to Andrew Welham, Deputy Chief Executive Officer of Octopus in London, and will be based at Hachette Book Group USA (HBG) offices in New York. HBG will handle all sales and distribution for the list in the USA with Canadian Manda handling sales in Canada.

This is a major strategic move for Octopus which has previously sold co-editions to North American publishers and also had a significant part of their publishing sold and distributed by Sterling Publishing.  Octopus will cease selling new co-editions to the USA and Canada and will now be in a position to publish worldwide.  Titles previously distributed by Sterling will transfer to Octopus Books USA from January 2009.

All Octopus imprints Hamlyn, Mitchell Beazley, Conran Octopus, Cassell, Gaia, Godsfield and Spruce (formerly MQP) will be published via the new US arrangements.  Octopus USA will also provide opportunities for Hachette Livre group products originated in France, Spain, the UK and elsewhere, whether the English language edition is published by Octopus in the UK or USA or directly by the Hachette Livre publisher concerned.
Sterling Publishing will continue to distribute Octopus titles throughout 2008.

Jonathan Stolper commented:

“I have worked in illustrated books for some time and I am incredibly excited at the prospect of marrying Octopus Publishing Group’s smart and diverse list with Hachette Book Group USA’s best-in-class operation.   We will reach untapped channels of distribution and be able to market and publicize the Octopus imprints in new and different ways which is a wonderful opportunity for Octopus and Hachette and also for our booksellers across the country.”

Alison Goff, CEO, Octopus Publishing Group, commented:

“This exciting move will allow Octopus to become a truly global publisher and gives us an even stronger presence in the world’s largest book market.  We will benefit from locally based US input into our publishing plans and we’re very much looking forward to working with our colleagues at our sister company Hachette Book Group USA.  This is a strategic move for us but I must pay thanks to Sterling and our co-edition partners for the vigour and professionalism with which they have sold such a large proportion of our list for so many years.”

David Young, CEO, Hachette Book Group USA, commented:

“We are delighted to have this opportunity to work closely with our UK colleagues and help them reach their goals in this market.  The quality and range of Octopus publishing is outstanding and will fit well with our own lists.”

About Octopus:
The Octopus Publishing Group is part of Hachette Livre UK, the largest and most diverse publishing group in the UK.  Further information on Hachette Livre UK can be found at www.hachettelivre.co.uk
About Hachette Book Group USA:
Hachette Book Group USA, a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, publishes adult, illustrated, religious, children’s and audio books under the Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, Yen Press and Hachette Book Group Digital Media imprints.  
About Hachette Livre

Hachette Livre is one of the world’s largest publishers.  Further information on the Hachette Livre group can be found at  www.hachette.com
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