AWARD-WINNING CHILDREN’S BOOK AUTHOR MARY ANN HOBERMAN 
NAMED NATION’S NEXT CHILDREN’S POET LAUREATE
NEW YORK, NY (October 8, 2008) – Award-winning children’s book author Mary Ann Hoberman has been selected as the nation’s next Children’s Poet Laureate.  The announcement was made last night by the Poetry Foundation at their fifth annual Pegasus Awards in Chicago. Recognized for her life’s work in writing lasting poetry for young readers, Hoberman is the nation’s second Children’s Poet Laureate, and she begins a two-year tenure with the goal to raise awareness of poetry for children and their natural appreciation for verse.  
The author of 45 books, Hoberman has been writing poetry for over 51 years.  Among her most beloved titles are National Book Award winner A House is a House for Me, illustrated by Betty Fraser (Viking); The Seven Silly Eaters, illustrated by Marla Frazee (Harcourt); and her most recent, bestselling You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You series, illustrated by Michael Emberley (Little, Brown), which was inspired by her extensive work with Literacy Volunteers of America.  John Barr, president of the Poetry Foundation, remarked that, “Generations of readers who first discovered poetry in the books of Mary Ann Hoberman remember it not as a dry textbook encounter—but as a moment of joyous play.  Her poems tease young minds even as they please young ears with rhythm and rhyme.”  
In her role as the Children’s Poet Laureate, Hoberman will give two major public readings and serve as an advisor to the Poetry Foundation on children’s literature.  Her term will also involve participation in a variety of projects and events focused on fostering a love of poetry among young readers.
 “Little, Brown is proud to have been Mary Ann Hoberman’s publisher for over 50 years,” said Megan Tingley, Senior Vice President and Publisher, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers "and it is a testament to the timeless and vibrant nautre of her work that children are still discovering and savoring her poems today. As a publisher and a parent, I have always marveled at Mary Ann's extraordinary ability to take the everyday experiences of childhood -- whether it be eating eggs, putting on shoes, or catching fireflies -- and transform them into irresistible, memorable poems. To me, this makes her the perfect selection for the next Children’s Poet Laureate.”
Two forthcoming titles written by Hoberman will be released during her first year as Children’s Poet Laureate.  Her next picture book written in verse, All Kinds of Families!, will be published in August 2009, in addition to her first middle-grade novel, Strawberry Hill, which will be published in July 2009.  Both titles will be published by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers.
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers is a division of Hachette Book Group, a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second largest publisher in the world.  Hachette Book Group’s product lines include adult, illustrated, religious, children’s and audio books under the Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, Yen Press and Hachette Book Group Digital Media imprints.  For more information, visit www.hbgusa.com  
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