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HACHETTE BOOK GROUP ANNOUNCES ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
New York, November 30 – Hachette Book Group, a major US trade publisher owned by Hachette Livre, a global publishing company based in France, announced today a comprehensive environmental policy that provides for a tenfold increase in recycled fiber by 2012, a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, sourcing paper certified from the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), ending the use of paper that may impact Endangered Forests, and a wide range of other initiatives.

HBG has one of the strongest environmental policies of any U.S. book publisher, and with this announcement the industry has crossed an important threshold: now more than half of the industry (publishers representing more than 50% of the U.S. market) have environmental commitments on record.  This is a significant milestone in light of the fact that seven years ago there were virtually no publishers with green policies in place.  When HBG achieves the commitments laid out in the company’s new policy, they will save more than 267,000 trees * and up to 86,000 tons of greenhouse gases **  each year – equivalent to removing nearly 16,000 cars from the road.

HBG is the first large publisher to sign the Book Industry Treatise on Responsible Publishing and joins nearly 200 other publishers, printers, and paper mills.  HBG has also taken a leadership role in the Book Industry Environmental Council (joint effort of Green Press Initiative and the Book Industry Study Group), with Peter Datos, HBG’s VP Inventory and Procurement, having taken on the role of Chair of the BIEC this fall.   
Hachette Book Group CEO David Young said “We’re very pleased to establish Hachette Book Group’s  new green policy, which demonstrates our commitment to the environment, to the responsible use of natural resources, and to sustainable business practice.  It is imperative that our industry be mindful of our impact on the planet, and we believe that our progressive policy will encourage other publishers to be equally focused on these important issues.”
Tyson Miller, director of the Green Press Initiative, a non-profit that works with publishers to reduce their environmental impact, said, “The U.S. book industry has been steadily improving environmental achievement over the past few years and Hachette’s leadership will no doubt add to the momentum and hopefully inspire those publishers that haven’t yet stepped up. Their effort is industry leading.” 

To celebrate the formalization of their environmental program, HBG has provided for the planting of 10,000 trees – the equivalent of nearly half the trees in New York City’s Central Park.  This reforestation effort was coordinated through the Arbor Day Foundation.
(Continued)
HBG’s Environmental Policy is a commitment to the following goals:

Reducing Climate Impacts: reducing the company’s total carbon footprint by 2% annually (off a 2008 baseline), and greenhouse gas emissions 20% by 2020. 
Increasing Recycled and Certified Fiber:  increasing recycled fiber use 10-fold, to 30% by 2012, with a majority to be postconsumer. Use FSC certified papers for at least 20% of paper-use by 2012.

Protecting Endangered Forests: committing to avoid using paper sourced from any ancient or endangered forests including the Canadian Boreal Forest, the Cumberland Plateau in the Southeastern US, and global temperate and tropical rainforests in N. America, Indonesia, Latin America, and Russia.
Maximizing Efficient Use of Resources: minimizing waste wherever possible, using paper that has been bleached without the use of chlorine or chlorine compounds, and using inks with low contents of volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 

Reducing number of books in landfills: improving projections of consumer demand, increasing the use of on-demand printing, working with retailers to minimize returns, and encouraging end users of books to recycle.  
Greening our workplace: Enhancing in-office recycling programs and continuing to reduce energy use through modifications to lighting, office equipment, and heating and cooling systems. 

Click here to read Hachette Book Group’s environmental policy: http://www.hachettebookgroup.com/_assets/busresources/HBG_Environmental_Policy_Nov_2009.pdf
Sources: 

*papercalculator.org

**Green Press Initiative
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