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LITTLE, BROWN BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS ANNOUNCES    
MAJOR BOOK DEAL WITH MASTER STORYTELLER CORNELIA FUNKE
 
 Major Book Deal with New York Times Bestselling Author Launches with Reckless in 2010
 
NEW YORK, NY (November 12, 2008) – Cornelia Funke, the internationally bestselling author of The Thief Lord, Dragon Rider, and the Inkheart trilogy, has entered into a multi-book publishing deal with Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, a division of Hachette Book Group, it was announced today by Megan Tingley, Senior Vice-President and Publisher, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 

 

Tingley and Editorial Director Jennifer Hunt acquired North American rights in a major agreement that will include novels for middle grade and young adult readers, as well as a picture book. The first book in the new program, Reckless, is tentatively scheduled for hardcover release in 2010. Reckless is a novel about two brothers, Jacob and Will Reckless who are born in our time, but get lost in a darkly magical world that is both 19th century and Grimm's Fairy Tales.  Reckless will be followed by the publication of a middle-grade novel entitled The Knight and the Boy. 

 

Funke became an international publishing phenomenon when her popular book The Thief Lord, first published in her native Germany, was introduced to an English-speaking audience by Chicken House/Scholastic. Hailed by critics as a “new JK Rowling” and voted as one of Time magazine’s 100 Most Influential People of 2005, she is a New York Times bestselling author with multi-million copy sales. Her many  international accolades include a Book Sense Book of the Year Award, the Mildred L. Batchelder Award, the Swiss Youth Literature Award, the Zurich Children’s Book Award and the Torchlight Children’s Book Award in England. 

Funke’s most recent novel, Inkdeath, the hugely anticipated final volume in the Inkheart trilogy, was published in October and became an instant New York Times bestseller.  Her countless fans now eagerly await the upcoming film version of Inkheart due to release in January 2009 from New Line Cinema starring Brendan Fraser, Helen Mirren and Paul Bettany. 

 
“Cornelia Funke is that rare breed of writer in the tradition of the master storytellers from the Brothers Grimm and Charles Dickens to Roald Dahl and Philip Pullman,” remarked Tingley.  “Her writing has that remarkable ability to transcend barriers, enthralling readers of every age, gender, and culture throughout time. We are honored to be the new US publishing home of this magnificent talent." 

“Jacob Reckless is by far the most demanding hero I ever met on my own pages,” says Funke.  “Writing this book has inspired me to rediscover all the fairy tales which both enchanted and haunted me as a child.  I am thrilled to be embarking on this new writing adventure with Little, Brown.”
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers is a division of Hachette Book Group, a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second largest publisher in the world.  Hachette Book Group’s product lines include adult, illustrated, religious, children’s and audio books under the Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, Yen Press and Hachette Book Group Digital Media imprints.  For more information, visit www.hbgusa.com  
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