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GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING TO PUBLISH BOOK BY

COMEDIAN CHRIS ROCK

New York, NY—January 13, 2009—Grand Central Publishing, a division of Hachette Book Group, announced today that it will publish a new book by comedian Chris Rock, tentatively slated for publication in Fall 2010.
Deb Futter, VP and Editor-in-Chief of Hardcovers at Grand Central Publishing who acquired world rights for the book said, “We are so excited to be publishing Chris Rock especially because he hasn’t published a book in many years so this one will be highly anticipated.  He is one of the smartest, funniest and most versatile entertainers in the industry and this book will showcase his tremendous talent.”  
Chris Rock is one of our generation’s strongest comedic voices. The Brooklyn-raised comedian has garnered three Emmy Awards, three Grammy Awards and was honored in 2006 with HBO’s esteemed “Comedian Award,” at the Las Vegas Comedy Festival. Rock will compete at the 2009 Sundance Film Festival as first-time documentary filmmaker for his film, GOOD HAIR, a comedic and insightful look into the immense African-American hair industry.   Rock currently stars with Ben Stiller and Jada Pickett Smith as the voice of Marty in DreamWorks Animation’s MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA. Already grossing over $515 million worldwide, the film is the sequel to the 2005 blockbuster MADAGASCAR, in which Rock also starred. Currently serving as both co-creator and narrator, Rock’s television series “Everybody Hates Chris,” now on the CW network, is about a black kid in a mostly white school in the 1980’s, and is inspired by Rock’s own life. Since its debut on UPN in 2005, it has been named one of Entertainment Weekly’s “top new series,” making it the most-watched comedy in UPN’s history.  In 2006, the show earned both a Golden Globe nomination for Best Television Series Musical or Comedy and a Writers Guild Awards nomination for Best New Series.  Rock’s debut book, Rock This, spent time on both The New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller lists. 

The deal was negotiated with literary agent Esther Newberg and Eddy Yablans of ICM. 
About Hachette Book Group:
Hachette Book Group is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world.  Hachette Book Group’s product lines include adult, illustrated, religious, children’s, and audio books under the imprints Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, Yen Press, and Hachette Book Group Digital Media.  Its bestselling authors include Ansel Adams, Marc Brown, David Baldacci, Michael Connelly, Nelson DeMille, Malcolm Gladwell, Robert Kiyosaki, Walter Mosley, Joyce Meyer, Stephenie Meyer, James Patterson, David Sedaris, Anita Shreve, Nicholas Sparks, Cecily von Ziegesar, and Paula White.

###

