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JAMES PATTERSON LAUNCHES TWO NEW BOOKS SIMULTANEOUSLY TO THE #1 SPOT ON THE NEW YORK TIMES PRINT BESTSELLERS LISTS.

July 7, 2011, NEW YORK — Hachette Book Group announced today that bestselling author James Patterson simultaneously hit #1 on the New York Times Hardcover Fiction and Print Children’s Chapter Book bestseller lists for the week of July 17, 2011. NOW YOU SEE HER by James Patterson and Michael Ledwidge and MIDDLE SCHOOL: THE WORST YEARS OF MY LIFE by James Patterson and Chris Tebbetts, both published on June 27, 2011, were a dual laydown of two new books by the same writer on the same day.

James Patterson said, “This milestone is particularly sweet because it suggests to me that our dual laydown was a success in the most positive sense: adults and children across the country are reading. I hope that these two books bring parents and kids closer together as they find a shared love in discovering stories they just can’t put down.”

David Young, CEO of Hachette Book Group, said, “James Patterson is a powerfully compelling and entertaining writer, and hitting the #1 spot for these two new novels is exciting proof of his broad appeal for both adult readers and young readers. We are thrilled to have the privilege of publishing this brilliant storyteller.”

On the heels of this landmark moment comes the signing of two new contracts with Hachette Book Group. Little, Brown and Company and Little, Brown and Company Books for Young Readers have each signed the author to 13 new books, including 4 new series for young readers. The new books are planned to be published through the end of 2014.

Michael Pietsch, Publisher of Little, Brown and Company, said, “James Patterson’s novels for adult readers are the gold standard for unputdownable reading. His series featuring Alex Cross, the Women’s Murder Club, the New York detective Michael Bennett, and the international investigations firm Private have in common a commitment to emotional experiences that readers find true and moving and story lines that constantly induce gasping surprise. Mr. Patterson has become the #1 bestselling novelist alive by writing book after book that readers enjoy deeply and want to pass along to their loved ones. We can’t wait to read the new stories Jim has in store for us.”

Megan Tingley, Senior Vice President and Publisher of Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, said, “We are enormously fortunate to have a partnership with James Patterson, who not only delivers consistently emotionally satisfying and entertaining novels for young readers, but who is also personally dedicated to the cause of getting kids reading. From his heart-pumping young adult suspense series Maximum Ride and Witch & Wizard to the heartwarming and funny middle-reader novel Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life, James Patterson has shown that he has an intuitive understanding of what kinds of stories kids like to read and the chops to write them. His legions of fans will be thrilled to hear that more books in their favorite series are coming, as well as several exciting series launches, some branching into new genres."

Since his first novel, The Thomas Berryman Number, won the Edgar Award in 1977, James Patterson’s books have sold more than 230 million copies worldwide. His Alex Cross series, including Kiss the Girls and Along Came a Spider, is the most popular detective series of the past twenty-five years. In total, his Maximum Ride, Daniel X, and Witch & Wizard series for younger readers have spent more than 200 weeks on national bestseller lists, and all three series are in Hollywood development. His lifelong passion for books and reading led James Patterson to launch the website ReadKiddoRead.com to give adults an easy way to locate the very best books for kids. He writes full-time and lives in Florida with his family. 

Hachette Book Group (HBG) is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world. HBG publishes under the divisions of Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, and Hachette Digital.
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