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Hachette Book Group Opens the World of Reading with eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ 
Publisher’s websites now make assistive technology available to more than 20 million disabled Americans
New York – June 30, 2011 – Hachette Book Group, a leading trade publisher, announced today a new alliance with eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ to feature an online tool that extends the publisher’s online services to individuals with physical disabilities.  This venture is part of a Disability Community Involvement initiative sponsored by leading advocacy organizations for the disabled such as The Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation.

eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ is bringing organizations together to connect with and empower the disability community in a meaningful way.  eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ allows companies like Hachette Book Group to provide expensive assistive technology to all disabled users for free, thereby enhancing access to online information and services for more than 20 million Americans.
Hachette Book Group is the first trade publisher to integrate this program into their online services.  Disabled individuals wanting to know more about Hachette Book Group’s books and authors will now have easier access to that information, using eSSENTIAL Accessibility’s technology. This technology includes an array of keyboard and mouse replacement solutions which allow users to overcome any physical limitation and access a website.
"Readers are naturally curious about their favorite books and authors," said David Young, Chairman and CEO of Hachette Book Group, "and our websites are rich with information.  Providing the disability community with easy access to our sites helps foster the connection between reader and author. We are proud to be the first publisher to work with eSSENTIAL Accessibility in this initiative and to provide a more comprehensive service to our physically disabled customers.”
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 icon located on Hachette Book Group websites and gain access through this online tool that meets individual disability needs.  The application is available to those who have difficulty typing, moving a mouse or reading a web page.  eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ empowers users with dexterity limitations that arise from a variety of conditions including stroke, paralysis, arthritis, multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy and Parkinson’s disease among others.  It also helps individuals who have difficulty reading because of literacy deficiencies, limited English proficiency, dyslexia, or mild visual impairment. 

“Part of enjoying literature as a past-time is learning more about the authors and Hachette Book Group is fostering an inclusive environment for those with disabilities to enjoy such activities,” said Simon Dermer, managing director, eSSENTIAL Accessibility™. “Hachette Book Group, along with other organizations that are joining this initiative, is setting a new standard as they build a bridge to the disability community.”
About Hachette Book Group

Hachette Book Group (HBG) is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world. HBG publishes under the divisions of Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, and Hachette Digital.  For more information visit our website at www.hachettebookgroup.com.
About eSSENTIAL Accessibility™

eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ makes online environments instantly accessible to individuals with physical disabilities.  It is a virtual wheelchair for websites that empowers users with dexterity limitations that arise from a variety of conditions including stroke, paralysis, arthritis, multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy and Parkinson’s disease among others.  Moreover, it also helps those who have difficulty reading because of literacy deficiencies, limited English proficiency, dyslexia, or mild visual impairment.  Organizations feature the eSSENTIAL Accessibility™ icon as part of a Disability Community Involvement initiative launched in association with leading advocacy groups for the disabled.  The symbol displayed on the homepage acts as a clickable icon through which visitors can download the assistive technology they require free of charge. For more information visit www.essentialaccessibility.com.
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