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GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING TO PUBLISH PREQUEL TO 
MARIO PUZO’S THE GODFATHER

New York, NY—May 4, 2011—Grand Central Publishing, a division of Hachette Book Group,  announced today that it will publish THE FAMILY CORLEONE, an all-new prequel to The Godfather by Mario Puzo. Slated for publication in June 2012, THE FAMILY CORLEONE will be written by award-winning author Ed Falco based on an unproduced screenplay by Mario Puzo. 
Jamie Raab, Executive VP and Publisher of Grand Central Publishing said, “This is the novel that Godfather fans have been waiting for.  Guided by Mario Puzo’s own unproduced screenplay, Ed Falco thrillingly brings back Puzo’s classic characters in a prequel that both honors the original, and stands on its own as a Godfather novel for a new generation of readers.”
Set in 1933 in the depths of depression-era New York, THE FAMILY CORLEONE takes place before the Corleones rise to power and tells the unknown history of how Vito Corleone fought to survive in the brutal criminal underworld to become the influential and respected Don in The Godfather.  Originally published in 1969, The Godfather is a modern classic. It spent 67 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list and has sold over 21 million copies.
“With THE FAMILY CORLEONE, Ed Falco has written a novel that is true to Mario Puzo’s legacy, and will be cherished by all Godfather fans,” said Tony Puzo, Mario Puzo’s son and executor of the Puzo estate.
Ed Falco is the author of four story collections, three novels, and several plays, in addition to poems, essays, and book reviews. Among his many awards and honors are an NEA fiction fellowship, a Pushcart Prize, and the Emily Clark Balch Prize in Fiction. He is a professor of English at Virginia Tech, where he directs the MFA Program in Creative Writing.
Grand Central Publishing acquired North American rights to the book, and the deal was negotiated with literary agent Neil Olson at Donadio and Olson Literary Agency.

About Hachette Book Group:
Hachette Book Group (HBG) is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world. HBG publishes under the divisions of Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, and Hachette Digital. 
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