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PAOLO BACIGALUPI WINS THE 2011 MiCHAEL L. PRINTZ AWARD 

FOR HIS DEBUT YOUNG ADULT NOVEL SHIP BREAKER 
Illustrator Bryan Collier Receives a Caldecott Honor and is the

Winner of Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award for

Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave written by Laban Carrick Hill
Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes is a Coretta Scott King Author Honor Book,
Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same! by Grace Lin is a Geisel Honor Book and 
Guardian of the Dead by Karen Healey is a Morris Debut YA Finalist
NEW YORK (January 10, 2011) – Paolo Bacigalupi has been awarded the 2011 Michael L. Printz Award for excellence in young adult literature for his novel Ship Breaker, published by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, a division of Hachette Book Group.  The award was announced today at the 2011 American Library Association (ALA) Midwinter Meeting in San Diego. The Printz Award is bestowed annually to a book that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult literature by the Young Adult Library Services Association, a division of the ALA, and sponsored by Booklist magazine.  Bryan Collier received both a Randolph Caldecott Honor and the Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award for Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave, written by Laban Carrick Hill.  Also honored from Little, Brown Books for Young Readers was Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes with a Coretta Scott King Author Honor, while Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same! by Grace Lin was named a Theodore Suess Geisel Honor Book, Guardian of the Dead by Karen Healey was named a William C. Morris Debut Young Adult Award Finalist, and Freaks and Revelations by Davida Wills Hurwin was named a Stonewall Children’s & Young Adult Honor Book.
Edited by Editorial Director Jennifer Hunt, Ship Breaker is the first young adult novel by award-winning author Paolo Bacigalupi, whose first adult novel, The Windup Girl, has achieved phenomenal literary success with Hugo, Nebula, Locus, Compton Crook, and John W. Campbell Memorial Awards.  Ship Breaker is set in a grimly believable future shaped by global environmental disaster and the scarcity of oil, and tells the story of teenaged Nailer, who works in a scavenge crew, stripping grounded tankers on America’s Gulf Coast for their valuable metals and oil.  When an accident during a hurricane leads him to discover a priceless new-technology clipper ship along with its lone survivor, Nailer faces a choice that will alter the meaning of family, loyalty, and his fate.  

Already highly acclaimed, Ship Breaker was a 2010 National Book Award Finalist for Young People’s Literature, named a Publishers Weekly Best Children’s Book of 2010, and received three starred reviews from The Horn Book, Publishers Weekly, and Booklist, which deemed it “vivid, brutal, and thematically rich.”

“We are thrilled that Ship Breaker has been honored with the Printz Award, a first for Little, Brown,” said Megan Tingley, Senior Vice President and Publisher of Little, Brown Books for Young Readers.  “Paolo Bacigalupi has created the best kind of novel – one that grips you with its unique fantastical setting and riveting storytelling from the first page and then compels you to reflect on what is happening in our world right now long after you have turned the last page.”    

In addition to his many other accolades, Paolo Bacigalupi’s short fiction has been nominated for two Nebula Awards and four Hugo Awards, and won the Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award for best science fiction short story of the year.  His short story collection Pump Six and Other Stories was a 2008 Locus Award winner for Best Collection and also named a Best Book of the Year by Publishers Weekly.  Paolo lives in Western Colorado with his wife and son. 
Illustrator Bryan Collier received a Caldecott Honor, given by the Association of Library Service to Children, a division of the ALA, to the artists of the most distinguished American picture books for children for Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave written by Laban Carrick Hill.  Bryan Collier also received the Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award, given by the ALA to African Americans for outstanding inspirational and educational contributions in children’s literature.  Edited by Executive Editor Alvina Ling, Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave tells the astonishing true story of a slave who lived in South Carolina in the 1800s who had an extraordinary talent for pottery and poetry, and whose work survives today.  Bryan Collier, a previous two-time winner of the Coretta Scott King Award and a two-time Caldecott Honoree, lives in Marlboro, New York with his family.
Jewell Parker Rhodes received a Coretta Scott King Author Honor for her debut children’s novel Ninth Ward.  Edited by Editorial Director Jennifer Hunt, it is the story of a resilient young girl named Laneesha living with her adoptive grandmother in the Ninth Ward of New Orleans.  Rejected by her peers for her ability to see spirits, Laneesha is forced to come into her own to survive the devastating Hurricane Katrina.  Jewell Parker Rhodes is an award-winning author of adult literature including Voodoo Dreams and Douglass’ Women.  She currently lives with her husband in Phoenix.
Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same! by acclaimed author and illustrator Grace Lin was deemed a Geisel Honor Book by the Association of Library Service to Children as one of the most distinguished books for beginning readers.  Edited by Executive Editor Alvina Ling, Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same! follows a pair of identical twin sisters on six short adventures, and was a 2010 New York Times Notable Children’s Book, a Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2010, and a 2010 Horn Book Fanfare title, as well as receiving five starred reviews.  Grace Lin, who received a 2010 Newbery Honor for her book Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, lives in Boston with her husband.

Guardian of the Dead by Karen Healey was named a Morris Debut YA Award Finalist by the Young Adult Library Services Association for the author’s impressive first book for teens.  Edited by Executive Editor Alvina Ling, Guardian of the Dead takes readers to a New Zealand boarding school where a teenage girl is suddenly thrown into a dangerous world of Māori lore that she never knew existed, and must fight in an epic battle between the worlds of the living and the dead.  New Zealand author Karen Healey currently lives in Melbourne, Australia.  Freaks and Revelations by Davida Wills Hurwin was named a Stonewall Honor Book by the ALA for exceptional merit relating to the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgendered experience for teens.  Also edited by Alvina Ling, Freaks and Revelations is a powerful novel based on the true story of two very different boys destined to cross paths on night when a violent hate crime changes them both forever.  Davida Will Hurwin lives with her family in Southern California.
About Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers is a division of Hachette Book Group, a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world.  HBG also publishes under the divisions of Little, Brown and Company, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, and Hachette Digital.
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