FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Cary Goldstein
Associate Publisher/TWELVE
212-364-1266; Cary.goldstein@hbgusa.com

SUSAN LEHMAN NAMED PUBLISHER AND EDITOR IN CHIEF OF TWELVE

(New York, NY) The Hachette Book Group is pleased to welcome Susan Lehman as Publisher and Editor in Chief of Twelve, beginning on September 27. In this role, Lehman will oversee the celebrated imprint’s unique publishing program, which was established in April 2005 with the objective of publishing no more than one book per month. Lehman will report to Jamie Raab, Executive Vice President and Publisher of Grand Central Publishing.

“In my search for Twelve’s new publisher,” said Raab, “I was looking for someone who embodied the unique vision and spirit of the imprint – impeccable and eclectic taste; a passion for books and writers; a fresh perspective on the publishing process and a commitment to working hard to make every book on the list a critical and commercial success. When I met Susan Lehman, I knew I’d found someone who possessed all of these qualities as well as the sort of wide-ranging experience that would enable her to brilliantly lead Twelve on the next step in its evolution.”

"I look forward to building on Twelve’s great success and to working with Cary Goldstein, Jamie Raab and Hachette’s indomitable sales force to continue publishing great writers and terrific books,” said Lehman. “It’s an honor to have the opportunity to bring new ideas to an innovative and authoritative imprint that has had a significant impact on the industry.” 

Lehman was most recently the Director of Communications and Strategy at the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law during the Center's multi-million dollar drive to promote democracy and justice.  Lehman also created and edited the Center’s “Just Books” -- a website dedicated to justice, books and ideas; the site's inaugural posts included contributions from David Remnick, Taylor Branch, Garry Wills, Linda Greenhouse, Gretchen Rubin, Peter Singer, Dahlia Lithwick, Aziz Huq, Laurence Tribe, Lorraine Adams, Scott Turow, David Rakoff, Naomi Wolf, John Schwartz, Jesse Kornbluth, Khalil Muhammad, and Suggested Readings from Bill Clinton, Sandra Day O’Connor, Theodore Sorensen, Robert M. Morgenthau, Tom Wolfe, Jonathan Franzen and Alice Walker. 

Prior to the Brennan Center, Lehman was an editor at Riverhead Books, where she edited Perfect Madness: Motherhood in the Age of Anxiety by Judith Warner, Daniel Libeskind’s Breaking Ground: Adventures in Life and Architecture and Elliot Perlman’s 7 Types of Ambiguity, among others. She was also a Senior Editor at Talk Magazine, responsible for assigning and editing features and acquiring first serial. In this capacity she published excerpts from Laura Hillebrand’s Seabiscuit, The Nanny Diaries, Susanna Kaysen’s The Camera My Mother Gave Me, Don Hewitt’s Fifty Years and 60 Minutes in Television, Andy Behrman’s Electroboy,  Jerri Nielsen’s Ice Bound: A Doctor’s Incredible Battle for Survival at the South Pole, David Brock’s Blinded by the Right, Elizabeth Wurtzels’ More Now Again: A Memoir of Addiction, Gary Giddins’  Bing Crosby: A Pocketful of Dreams, and Diane McWhorter’s Carry Me Home, which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize.  She is currently a member of the Board of Directors at The New Press.

From 1997 to 2000 Lehman was New York editor at the newly launched Salon.com, where she wrote a weekly media column and edited articles by writers such as James Poniewozik, James Surowiecki, Virginia Heffernan, and Eric Alterman.  She has contributed to numerous publications, including The New York Times, Atlantic Monthly, Washington Post, Bazaar, SPY Magazine, Vogue, Glamour, and Self, and contributed essays to two collections, Uncertain Inheritance: Writers Reflect on Caretaking and Thirty Ways of Looking at Hillary: Reflections by Women Writers. Lehman has also been a columnist for the New York Observer, where she contributed a weekly court column; wrote a bi-monthly column about the movie industry for GQ; and contributed a monthly column on law and justice to WigWag. Most recently Lehman co-authored a memoir by legendary New York attorney Edward Hayes entitled Mouthpiece: My Life in – And Just Outside the Law, with an introduction by Tom Wolfe.

In addition to her work as an editor and writer, Lehman has produced several documentaries and cable news shows for television. She was a consulting producer for CNBC’s “Topic A with Tina Brown,” wrote and produced several hour-long documentaries for Court TV, and also worked on The Jane Pratt Show, where she developed, wrote and produced talk segments. Lehman has a Bachelor’s degree from Amherst College; a Master’s degree in English from the University of California, Berkeley; attended Boalt Hall School of Law as a special status student and earned a JD from the Georgetown University Law Center, working for a time as a criminal defense and civil rights lawyer in New York and in California. 

* * * *

TWELVE was established in August 2005 with the objective of publishing no more than one book per month. Since launching the imprint in April 2007 with Christopher Buckley’s bestselling novel Boomsday, TWELVE has published 39 titles, 19 of which have been New York Times bestsellers, including the #1 NYT bestsellers god is Not Great by Christopher Hitchens and True Compass by the late Senator Ted Kennedy. Recent bestsellers include Sebastian Junger’s War, Jerry Weintraub’s When I Stop Talking You’ll Know I’m Dead, and Nurtureshock by Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman. TWELVE is an imprint of Grand Central Publishing, which is a division of Hachette Book Group. 

