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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:  Tanisha Christie
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tanisha.christie@hbgusa.com
 

GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING AND KINGDOM RECORDS, INC.  

PARTNER TO PRESENT AFRICAN-AMERICAN MUSIC AND AUTHORS IN AN INNOVATIVE WAY
New York, NY—Tuesday, June 15, 2010
 

Grand Central Publishing, a division of Hachette Book Group, announced today that it will begin a partnership with Kingdom Records, Inc., platinum-selling gospel record label, distributed by the Universal Music Group. Kingdom Records’ stable of artists includes The Whispers, Phil Tarver, Tonya Baker and internationally renowned Shekinah Glory Ministry. 
“We are delighted that our partnership with Kingdom Records will provide a special opportunity to bring this kind of synergy into the cultural market place,” said Jamie Raab, Executive VP and Publisher of Grand Central Publishing.

 

The goal in collaborating is to bridge the gap in the African-American market between brands, reaching new audiences by doing a combination of events and promotions.  Linda Duggins, Director of Multicultural Publicity of Hachette Book Group said, “With 53% of American-Americans attending church regularly, we are committed to connecting with this vital segment of the marketplace via bookstores as well as churches.”
The partnership launches with FOXY, the New York Times bestselling memoir, by screen icon Pam Grier.  Among other titles to be included are Michele Andrea Bowen’s MORE CHURCH FOLK (on sale 7/28), the follow up to her Essence bestselling novel, Church Folk and LOVE, HONOR AND BETRAY, New York Times bestselling author Kimberla Lawson Roby’s first novel with Grand Central Publishing, in January 2011.
“Do we not all listen to music as a soft accompaniment to our favorite book?  The idea of partnering our music with the artistry of the scribes of our time is simply awesome.  Our partnership with Grand Central brings the kind of sophisticated outreach that our combined audiences deserve,” said Michael Towns, National Sales Manager of Kingdom Records. 
About Hachette Book Group:

Hachette Book Group (HBG) is a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world. HBG publishes under the divisions of Little, Brown and Company, Little Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, 
FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, and Hachette Digital. 

Its bestselling authors include Ansel Adams, Sherman Alexie, David Baldacci, James Bradley, Marc Brown, Christopher Buckley, Jimmy Buffett, Stephen Colbert, Michael Connelly, Ted Dekker, Nelson DeMille, Emily Dickinson, Malcolm Gladwell, Lisi Harrison, Christopher Hitchens, Mary Ann Hoberman, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Robert Kiyosaki, Elizabeth Kostova, Nelson Mandela, Patrick McDonnell, Brad Meltzer, Joyce Meyer, Stephenie Meyer, Todd Parr, James Patterson, J.D. Salinger, David Sedaris, Anita Shreve, Anne Rivers Siddons, Nicholas Sparks, Jon Stewart, Trenton Lee Stewart, and Cecily von Ziegesar. 

About Kingdom Records

Kingdom Records, Inc. is the fulfillment of the vision of Apostle H.  

Daniel Wilson, Senior Pastor of Valley Kingdom Ministries International. Apostle Wilson conceived the idea from God to start a praise and worship ministry  and to name it Shekinah Glory Ministry and to name the label Kingdom Records, while on sabbatical in the Arizona desert in 1999. The company was established in 2000. Kingdom Record's primary mission is to create music that pierces the kingdom of darkness and enlarges the Kingdom of God. The company is lead by music industry veteran Bernie McLean, Joan Sullivan, Junito R. Harris, Jr., and Michael Weatherspoon. In addition to the gold-selling Shekinah Glory Ministry and Phil Tarver, Kingdom Records has expanded its roster with the addition of Gospel's Lady of Soul Cynthia Jones, Tonya Baker, and the legendary R&B group, The Whispers.
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